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I love the rural and small-town nature of Brown-Atchison Electric,
despite the fact that | have no personal interests in farming. | have
great concern for the safety of those who do, especially where that
safety overlaps with the distribution of electricity. MELISSA PISACKA,
the member services and safety manager for BA Electric and part of
a multi-generation farming family, shares her thoughts on farm safety

a normal workday into an Michael Volker

emergency. The fact that a
task has been done safely in the past
does not guarantee it is safe today.
Weather, equipment height, soil
conditions, fatigue, distractions, lack of
communication, and changes around
the farm can all create new risks.
Breaking the habit-over-safety
pattern starts with a simple pause.
Before beginning work, stop and ask:
What has changed? Where are the
power lines? Is the ground wet? Does
this job need another person watching?

Continued on page 12B»
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Taking time to ask these questions may feel
unnecessary when the job is familiar, but that
pause is often what prevents an injury.

BE INTENTIONAL
The best way to prevent an electrical incident is to
identify hazards before work begins. Know where
every overhead line is located and plan equipment
routes that avoid them. Keep equipment, tools
and raised truck beds at least 10 feet away from
overhead lines unless the utility has confirmed
a different safe clearance. Lower augers, loaders
and booms before moving equipment, even short
distances. Use a spotter when visibility is limited or
when large equipment must travel near power lines.
Electrical systems should be inspected regularly
by a qualified person. Keep electrical panels
accessible and clearly labeled and use outlets with
ground-fault circuit interrupter protection in damp
or outdoor locations. Extension cords should be
rated for the job, kept out of traffic areas, and
never used as permanent wiring.

NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

That’s Just How It’'s Done on a Farm ...

We are changing office hours starting on Oct. 1. The new
hours will be Monday-Thursday from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and
Friday from 7 am.-2:30 p.m.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE

ELECTRICAL CONTACT

If machinery contacts a power line, the operator
should stay on the equipment and call the utility
company and emergency services immediately.
Warn others to stay far away. Do not allow anyone
on the ground to touch the equipment. If there
is a fire or another immediate danger and the
operator must exit, they should hop away while
keeping feet together without touching the
equipment and ground at the same time.

Farm work often happens under pressure,
especially during busy seasons, but electrical safety
cannot be rushed. A few minutes spent planning
routes, inspecting equipment, and training workers
can prevent a life-changing
injury or fatality. On every
farm, electricity should be
treated with respect, caution,
and a strong commitment to
prevention.

PROUD TO
DO OUR PART
BA Electric is proud to
power many farms in
northeast Kansas. We ask
all our member-farmers to
be intentionally safe this
harvest. We hope harvest is
successful in every way.
On a different subject,
we'd like to hear from you
if you have any questions

If your machinery, vehicle or other equipment makes contact with a power
line, guy wire or electrical box, do not get out of your cab. Stray power could
energize your equipment and the ground.

regarding the upcoming
rate changes. We invite you
to meet with the board

TO AVOID ELECTROCUTION: and staff on Oct. 26 from
» Call 911 and wait for us to arrive to cut the power. 7-8 p.m. at the office. We
> Wait to exit your cab until the power is de-energized. will have light snacks, so

please call and RSVP at
785-486-2117 so we can plan
accordingly.

If you need to exit to escape smoke or fire, jump out without touching any
part of the tractor or vehicle, and hop away as far as you can, keeping both feet
together as you hop.

SOURCE: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG
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Don’t Wait for the Warning:
Severe Weather Safety Starts Now

It is easy to become complacent about
the weather, but severe weather claims

hundreds of lives each year.

From tornadoes and floods to
lightning, high winds, extreme heat
and cold, severe weather can cause
destruction and power outages.
Many people end up in dangerous
situations because they think they can
outrun or outsmart a storm, extreme
temperatures or other hazardous
conditions. Being prepared with
supplies, a plan, and safety knowledge
can help protect you and your family.

WATCH VS. WARNING
When severe weather is approaching,
many people turn on the TV, check a
weather app or go online for updates.
It is important to know the difference
between a watch and a warning.

A watch means conditions are favor-

able for severe weather, such as a severe

thunderstorm or tornado. Stay alert,

monitor conditions, and take precaution-
ary steps, such as unplugging electronics

and checking your emergency kit.

A warning means severe weather is
occurring, is imminent or is indicated
by radar. Take shelter immediately in
the safest part of the building, such as
a basement or an interior room on the
lowest floor, away from windows.

FOLLOW THESE TIPS TO
STAY SAFE:

Install a weather app and enable severe

weather alerts.

Remember that a warning means it is
time to act.

Have an evacuation plan for hazards
such as floods or wildfires.

Establish a family communication plan,

including each person’s responsibilities
and a meeting place in case you are
separated.

Keep emergency kits stocked and up

to date. Include a first-aid kit, portable
phone charger, flashlights, batteries,
food, water and enough supplies to last
at least three days.

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions
when using a generator.

Use a generator only outdoors in an
open area, never in a garage, carport or
other enclosed space.

Keep portable generators at least 20
feet from doors, windows and vents.

KNOW HOW TO KEEP
OTHERS SAFE
Storms can be unpredictable and can
damage the power grid. Severe weather
may also make utility equipment harder
to access. During and after major weather
events, line crews may be out restoring
power and making repairs.
Everyone should do their part to help
keep lineworkers and utility crews safe:
Slow down and move over in
work zones.
Do not distract crews while they work.
Direct service questions to your utility.
Check your utility’s social media
channels or text alerts for outage
updates, if available.
Never plug a generator into a wall
outlet. Doing so can cause backfeed,
which sends electricity from your
home back onto power lines.

STAY ALERT DURING CLEANUP:
If the power is out, stay indoors un-
less you must leave to remain safe.
Be alert for downed power lines that
may be hidden by ice, snow, standing
water or storm debris.
Never approach a downed power
line. Call 911, then keep others away.
Do not trim trees or branches within
10 feet of an overhead power line.
Power outages, downed lines, and
generator misuse can create serious
risks during and after severe weather.

SEPTEMBER 2026 H KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING 12C

REPLACING IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS
AFTER A DISASTER

PREPARE BEFORE DISASTER STRIKES

> MAKE A HOME INVENTORY. Take
a video walkthrough of your home and
belongings. Record serial numbers and
estimated values when possible.

> STORE DIGITAL BACKUPS in the cloud
or on an external drive in a safe place.

» KEEP KEY PAPERS TOGETHER AND
ACCESSIBLE. Store documents in a

waterproof, fire-resistant container.

DOCUMENT LOSSES

» CONTACT YOUR INSURANCE REP-
RESENTATIVE before cleanup to confirm
coverage, documentation requirements and
adjuster timelines.

» TAKE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS of dam-
age from multiple angles.

> SAVE RECEIPTS for recovery-
related expenses.

» GATHER PROOF OF PURCHASE, such
as email receipts and online order histories.

BANK CHECKS, DEBIT AND CREDIT
CARDS: Your bank or card issuer.
SOCIAL SECURITY CARD: Social
Security Administration or local Social
Security office.

BIRTH AND DEATH CERTIFICATES:
State or local vital records office where
the record was filed.

MARRIAGE OR DIVORCE RECORDS:
State or local vital records office where
the record was filed.

PASSPORT: U.S. Department of State.
INCOME TAX RECORDS: IRS.
MILITARY RECORDS: National Archives
and Records Administration.

REAL ESTATE DOCUMENTS:

County recorder, recorder of deeds or
clerk’s office.

MORTGAGE DOCUMENTS AND
PROPERTY TITLES: Lender or

loan servicer.

LEASE DOCUMENTS: Landlord or
property management company.
DRIVER’S LICENSE OR STATE ID: State
motor vehicle agency.

HOME AND AUTO INSURANCE
POLICIES: Insurance agent or

insurance company.

WILL OR TRUST DOCUMENTS:

Attorney who prepared them.
SOURCE: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG




NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Energy Detective
Challenge

School is back in session, and it's time to put
your observation skills to work! Complete the
challenges below and earn points by finding ways
your family can save energy.

GOAL

Score 20 points to become
an Energy Detective!
After you've earned

20 points, cut out the badge SCAVENGER HUNT COMPLETED

below and display it for all

to see!

A light is left on in an empty room (2 points)

Al
(W) 9
~ & s -
Ener

Explorgrg

ENERGY DETECT) 5

Submit your completed scavenger hunt Unplug a charger that isn’t being used (3 points) o
to Kansas Country Living by mail or email || oo oooomomommomm oo oo T T T T T T e

to receive a free electrical safety coloring Remind family mem'bers to clo.se the

book and crayon pack (while supplies last)! refrigerator door quickly (3 points) o ee- AP
Send your completed form to: Help your family create a “lights out” check

Kansas Country Living before bedtime (4 points) T -
P.O. Box 4267 -N_a-,;,_e D---menSstommnTmnnes

Topeka, KS 66604

or email a copy to: Address to Send Coloring Book:

photos@kansascountryliving.com
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