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More Brussels Sprouts?

Tell me it ain't

so! | am almost
always an optimist
but unfortunately,
I need to discuss
something | will
never like — a
distribution
system rate
increase for all
members of Brown-Atchison Electric
Cooperative. So, here we go again:
close your eyes, pinch your nose, and
gulp it down.

-
| - ]
Michael Volker

DIDN’T RATES JUST INCREASE?
Yes — rates increased effective

Oct. 1, 2025. Prior to that rates were
redesigned twice since 2019 with

two increases in the fixed monthly
“Customer Charge” more than offset
by decreases in the per kilowatt-hour
(kwh) “Energy Charge.”

WHY ARE RATES INCREASING?
Rates are increasing because the
cooperative’s costs continue to
increase. General inflation — which
understates the inflation faced by
electric cooperatives — has increased
by 29.2% since 2019. While distribution
rates increased by 5% last fall, that pales
in comparison to general inflation and
even more so to the cost increases

Brown-Atchison has faced over
the last seven years. Despite

strong efforts to control costs,
rates must increase to maintain
the financial strength of the
cooperative.

HOW MUCH
ARE RATES
INCREASING?
Approximately 5%.

WHAT IS
INCREASING?
All components of
rates are increasing — the “fixed”

or customer charges and the
“volumetric” or per kWh Energy
Charges. If applicable, demand charges
are also increasing. For example, for the
most common rate (Rural Domestic),
the customer charge will
increase by $2 per
month and the energy
charge will increase by
$0.00606 per kWh.

WHOSE RATES

ARE INCREASING

— JUST RESIDENTIAL
CUSTOMERS OR ARE
INCREASES APPLICABLE
TO OTHERS?

As much as possible — the

Continued on page 12B»>
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NEAR UTILITY LINES
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Whether you're running heavy equipment
or using handheld tools, working outdoors
can put you dangerously close to overhead
and underground utility lines. A line strike
can cause outages, fires, fines, serious
injury or death.
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LOOK UP:

OVERHEAD POWER LINE SAFETY
Survey the job site each day for overhead
lines, poles, guy wires and pad-mounted
equipment. Check carefully for lines hidden
by trees or buildings.

Assume all overhead lines are energized,
including service drops from poles to
buildings. Keep clear unless the utility
confirms that a line is not energized.

SET A CLEAR BOUNDARY: Keep workers,
tools, ladders and equipment at least 10
feet from power lines. When using cranes
or derricks, keep at least 20 feet away.
Follow OSHA guidelines for clearance at
different voltages.

Use a dedicated spotter to keep you, your
crew and your equipment a safe distance
from power lines.

DIG SAFELY:

UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINES
Pre-mark the excavation area with white
paint (use black on snow), flags, chalk, lath
or whiskers.

Call 811 or www.8Tlbeforeyoudig.com
before you dig to have lines marked.
Every job needs a locate request, even
small ones.

Wait for utilities to mark their lines
before digging.

Expose marked utilities carefully by hand
or with soft excavation to verify location
and depth.

Report any utility strike or damage to the

facility owner. Never cover up damage.
WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG
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Continued from page 12A »

5% rate increase was applied across all
rate classes and customers. The only
exception is for rental lights. The rental
charge for all area lights will increase
by a fixed amount of 50 cents per light
per month.

WHAT ABOUT THE

PROGRAM — ISN’T
THAT LOWERING COSTS?
Yes! , the new Willis
Solar Facility, and the standby generator
programs are all reducing wholesale
power costs. Savings from those
programs flow directly through to
members via a lower monthly Power
Cost Adjustment.

WILL THE RATE INCREASE IMPACT
MY CAPITAL CREDITS?

No. The balance of capital credits

is based on the margins earned in
previous years. However, the increase
will enable the cooperative to continue
retiring capital credits on the targeted
25-year basis.

WHEN WILL THE RATE INCREASE
TAKE EFFECT?

The rate increase will be effective with
usage beginning Nov. 1, 2026.

NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE _

HOW CAN I FIND {i
OUT MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT
THIS INCREASE?

There are several ways to get
more information: First, a summary of
the rate changes will be available at
www.baelectric.com. Second, email us
by going to our website and clicking on
the tab. Finally, you can
call us at 785-486-2117 during regular
business hours.

IS THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO TO
LOWER MY BILL?
The easiest way to lower your bill is to
help us control wholesale power costs.
If you are not already participating in
— please sign up by

texting “PEAK” to 866-841-8325 or call
us at the office.

Everybody hates a rate increase.
As a cooperative, we hate it even
more. Unfortunately, sometimes it is
necessary for the long-run health of
the organization. We appreciate the
understanding of the members of
Brown-Atchison Electric as we make the
difficult decision to increase rates so
that we can continue to provide reliable
service at reasonable cost now and for
years to come.
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M M BUILDING NEAR POWER LINES:
Cut Your Energy Bill with [FHEIEEIT

Smart Home Upgrades  [1LLV.L 14
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Want to lower requirements may also come

your energy bills

ith > from utilities and state or
without giving local building codes.
up comfort? A
few smart home PLAN EARLY

CHECK easements and right-of-way
restrictions before finalizing a plan.
CONTACT the utility early if a structure will
be near overhead or underground lines.
CONFIRM which rules apply and follow the
most restrictive.

CLEARANCE BASICS
CLEARANCE is the required separation
between lines and structures, including

devices can help

you use energy i
more efficiently.
From smart
thermostats
to lighting
controlled with
your phone,

smart homes

; A smart thermostat can cut heating and cooling use when used roofs, balconies and decks.
include a range consistently, saving an estimated 10% on energy bills and potentially DESIGN FOR WORST-CASE SAG/SWING
of connected paying for itself within a year or two. Actual savings vary based on from wind. ice and heat.
devices that can previous habits and how the device is used after installation. H ORIZON:I'AL: Distance for lines near walls,
automate tasks, windows or projections.
provide real-time data, and even save old garage refrigerator isn't worth it VERTICAL: Distance for lines over roofs,
you money. While some devices are after all. balconies or accessible areas.
all about efficiency, others are simply These devices SERVICE DROPS: Separate rules for lines
convenient or add a high-tech touch to provide real-time feedback on elec- serving the building.
your home. tricity use (kind of like a fitness track- FACTORS AFFECTING CLEARANCES
Smart home technology includes er for your home). Depending on the VOLTAGE: Higher voltage requires greater
connected devices that automate changes you make after reviewing clearance.
tasks and provide energy-use data. You their data, you could save 10-20% on ACCESS: Areas accessible to people or
don’t need a fully connected system to your energy bill. vehicles require greater clearance. )
see benefits. Many affordable, stand- Use schedules, LINE TYPE: Requirements differ for service
alone options can help you cut waste dimming and motion settings to drops, d|§trlbutlon, transmission and
. : > communications space.
and manage costs without sacrific- reduce lighting waste. Smart LED CONDITIONS: Sag and swi ith
: ) : Sag and swing vary wi
ing comfort. bulbs also let you control lights heat. wind and ice.
These devices remotely, which can help if lights are
can reduce heating and cooling often left on. THINGS TO REMEMBER o
use when used consistently. With Note that some smart devices rely TREAT ROOF ACCESS as a design trigger.
an estimated energy bill savings of on electricity and Wi-Fi, so features Accessible roofs require more clearance.
10%, this smart device could for may not work durin wer outage. AVOID ROUTING SERVICE DROPS over
o art device could pay o dy not work during a power outage areas that could later become accessible
itself in just a year or two. (Actual It might be worth considering a backup (decks, rooftop equipment, roof doors).
savings depend on prior heating and generator or battery storage system for VERIFY CLEARANCE at worst-case sag and
cooling habits and how it’s used after peace of mind. loading, not just on a mild day
installation.) Whether you start with one device CONFIRM REQUIREMENTS with the utility
Plug in a device to or several, smart tech can help and local code authority.
track energy use and turn it on or off  reduce energy waste, save money Don't guess. Minimum clearances vary by
remotely. They are a low-cost way and make daily routines easier. voltage, line type and location. Involve your
to identify energy drains. You may Get more energy efficiency tips at electric co-op and local code authority early.

decide cooling a case of soda in that ~ www.SafeElectricity.org.

SOURCES: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORGOSHA, NESC
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NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

DID YOU KNOW JUNE 21-27 IS NATIONAL
LIGHTNING SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK?

Lightning can happen fast and be very dangerous but
staying safe is easy when you know what to do! Read the
following safety tips, then find and circle the

words in the puzzle below.

When thunder roars, go If you can hear thunder, is close enough to

be dangerous.

Stay away from all sources. Don’t swim, use hoses or play near standing water when a
is present.

Avoid tall things and open spaces. Stay away from poles and open fields where

lightning tends to

Wait 30 minutes after the last sound of Even if the rain stops, at least

30 minutes before going back outside.
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