
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

It’s HOT! HOT! HOT!
Well, maybe not 
yet — but hey, 
this IS Kansas and 
it won’t be long 
until we all feel 
like the outdoors 
is a toaster oven. 
Unfortunately, 
that also means 
the wholesale 

power bills at Brown-Atchison Electric 
Cooperative are smokin’ hot as well. 
And not the good smokin’ either. 
Can you hear the ka-ching? Not a 
good ka-ching.

Did you know that approximately 
25% of all the costs incurred at 
Brown-Atchison Electric happen in 
one critical hour? It is true! That 
hour occurs in either July or August 
on a weekday between 3-6 p.m., but 
they impact costs all year round. 
With those summer months coming, 
managing wholesale power costs is a 
responsibility we can all share if we 
want to keep them as low as possible. 
To do this is really pretty simple: 
control energy consumption for a few 
hours during the hottest days in the 
summer months — especially in July 
and August and to a lesser degree in 
June and September.

BEAT THE PEAK is a voluntary 
participation program that provides 
members with a “Peak Alert.” The 

critical hours are weekdays only from 
3-6 p.m. in the summer months of 
June through September. We provide 
a text alert asking members to limit 
electricity use during those hours. 
There are never more than five Peak 
Alert days in a month. In short — we 
provide information that the system is 
stressed and power costs are high. We 
ask everyone to do the best they can 
to limit electricity consumption during 
those hours. Of course, we provide 
helpful hints on how to save. We have 
found that neighbors help each other 
when they know the need is there. 
That is what BEAT THE PEAK is all about 
— neighbors doing the best they can 
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U S E  T H E  S A M E  P OW E R 
J U ST  A  D I F F E R E N T  H O U R 
TO  H E L P  YO U R  CO - O P FROM 

3-6 P.M.

I F  I N  D O U BT  S M O OT H  I T  O U T !
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to lower the wholesale power bill so 
everyone wins. 

Peak Alert! We now have 169 
neighbors signed up for BEAT THE PEAK! 

It is so easy to sign up for BEAT THE 
PEAK. Simply text “peak” to 866-841-
8325. For more information, please see 
our website at www.baelectric.com and 
click on the BEAT THE PEAK tab. Of 
course, you are welcome to call us at 
785-486-2117 and we will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 

Speaking of saving, if you are 
considering installing solar panels on 
your roof or at your home or business, 
we’d like to talk to you. We may have 
an option available for you that saves 
you money on the cost of the panels 
as well as providing better value for 
the generation from the panels. Call 

us and let us discuss the options 
available to you!

At Brown-Atchison Electric, we are 
doing all we can to help neighbors 
help each other by lowering wholesale 
power costs. Please remember with us 
the brave men and women who have 
sacrificed so we can enjoy this great 
nation. Have a safe and meaningful 
Memorial Day!

It’s HOT! HOT! HOT! Continued from page 12A 

At Brown-Atchison Electric, 
we are doing all we can to 
help neighbors help each 
other by lowering wholesale 
power costs. 

If you receive a call from someone stating you 
have overpaid your energy bill and you should 
provide your banking information or a credit 
card number to receive a refund, hang up 
because it’s likely a scam. If you overpay your 
bill, your utility will apply the overpayment 
credit to your account balance or mail a check. 
They will not call and request your banking 
information to issue the refund.
S O U R C E :  U T I L I T I E S  U N I T E D  A G A I N S T  S C A M S

TIPS TO AVOID
UTILITY SCAMS

Our office will be CLOSED on  
Monday, May 25, 2026,  

in observance of Memorial Day. 

Follow these simple steps from 
roof to foundation to reduce 
wildfire risk. 
f	Clear leaves, pine needles and 

debris from roofs, gutters, decks 
and patios.

f	Keep lawns watered and 
maintained so it’s less likely to 
catch fire.

f	Replace or repair loose or 
missing shingles and roof tiles.

f	Install 1/8-inch metal mesh 
screening on vents for your attic, 
roof and eaves.

f	Repair damaged or loose 
window screens and replace 
broken windows.

f	Repair or maintain siding, trim 
and exterior joints so embers 
cannot lodge in gaps.

f	Seal gaps and openings around 
the foundation and where 
utilities enter the home.

f	Keep lawnmowers, oil or gas 
cans, propane tanks and wood 
piles at least 30 feet from 
your home. 

f	Install a metal gate or section 
if a wooden fence attaches to 
the house.

f	Remove anything stored 
under decks or porches, and 
screen openings to prevent 
debris buildup. 

f	Remove flammable objects like 
lawn furniture.

f	Swap mulch for gravel or stone 
near the home. 

S O U R C E S :  N F PA ,  S M O K E Y B E A R . C O M / H O M E -
S A F E T Y,  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

HOME
IGNITION ZONE 

CHECKLIST
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P R E V E N T  S U M M E R  I N T E R R U P T I O N S

The Advantages of 
Replacing an Outdated 
HVAC System Now 
With summer heat just around the corner, spring can be a 
perfect time to prepare for rising temperatures. An outdated 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system, for 
example, may not be up for the task of keeping a home cool 
as temperatures gradually rise throughout the summer.

Homeowners can pay more in the long term as a gradual 
decline in efficiency and more frequent repairs quickly add 
up. In addition to savings over time, there are multiple rea-
sons to replace an aging system this spring.

In a recent survey, Carrier found more than one-quarter 
(26%) of homeowners don’t know the age of their HVAC 
system, and a slight majority (54%) don’t know the average 
lifespan of one. Those knowledge gaps can result in missed 
opportunities for long-term savings.

AGING SYSTEMS CAN’T TAKE THE HEAT
Many homeowners postpone purchasing a new HVAC system 
until their existing system fails or they find their aging system 
is struggling to maintain a consistent temperature. Often, up-
front costs deter homeowners from purchasing a new system; 
however, 8 in 10 homeowners would consider a new heating 
and cooling system if it paid for itself in energy savings within 
5-10 years. With a new energy-efficient system, those savings 
are possible.

A NEW HVAC SYSTEM IS A CRITICAL  
HOME INVESTMENT
Modern heating and cooling systems have uses beyond 
heating and cooling. They can improve indoor air quality by 
balancing humidity levels, reducing drafts, and maintaining a 
consistent climate across multiple rooms and stories. They 
also use less energy and run more quietly than older systems, 
making a home quieter and more cost-effective.

HVAC BASICS MANY HOMEOWNERS MISS
HVAC units often go unseen, yet a home’s comfort depends 
on them running consistently. It’s critical that homeowners 
schedule annual maintenance appointments to ensure their 
system is running as it should and they’re aware of when it 
may be time to replace.

While it may seem more cost-effective to stick with an 
outdated system for one more season, an old system could 
prolong issues and ultimately cost homeowners more in repairs.

Spring is an ideal time to invest in a new HVAC system, 
as contractors are generally more available to install it and 
homeowners can get ahead of the summer heat, ensuring 
they’ll stay cool all season long.

SIGNS IT’S TIME TO REPLACE
Red flags that indicate it may be time to replace your HVAC 
system include:
f	It’s more than 10-15 years old.
f	Repairs are becoming more frequent or more expensive.
f	Energy usage and bills are rising even without lowering the 

thermostat.
f	Hot and cold spots are becoming more common, or tem-

peratures vary from room to room.
f	It struggles to reach or maintain your set temperature.
f	It runs constantly, cycles on and off more than usual, or no 

longer cools as efficiently as it once did.
Many companies offer specials during the spring and fall 

months. A new HVAC system means more than just cool 
temps this summer; it means added home value, cleaner air 
and peace of mind.

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H
As temperatures start to rise, many homeowners focus on staying cool. Don’t forget about the small gaps around 
windows and doors. Tiny cracks and worn weatherstripping allow cool, conditioned air to escape and hot, humid air 
to seep indoors. This forces your air conditioner to work harder than necessary and increases energy costs. Take a few 
minutes to check for drafts, replace weatherstripping and seal leaks. A tighter home keeps you more comfortable and 
helps manage energy use. S O U R C E :  E N E R G Y. G O V
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SOLAR ENERGY
POP QUIZ
Solar energy is amazing because it allows us to use 
electricity generated from natural sunlight. Complete 
the quiz below by matching the solar energy terms in the 
word bank to the correct description. 

Answer Key: 1. Sun 2. Solar Panels 3. Photons 4. Solar Cell 5. Electricity

Word Bank

Solar Cell

Electricity

Solar Panels

Sun

Photons 

1.  _______________  A star at the center of our solar 
system that provides light and heat.

2.  _______________  Flat devices often placed on rooftops 
that collect energy from the sun and 
help power homes and businesses.

3.  _______________  Tiny particles of energy that travel 
through space and reach Earth in 
about eight minutes.

4.  _______________  The basic building block inside 
rooftop equipment that converts 
sunlight into usable power.

5.  _______________  The type of energy that 
runs appliances, lights and 
electronics in your home.
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