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BROWN-ATCHISON FROM THE MANAGER
e
woomsss  RIAIN’ the Storm Out

Dean Miller
President “The wind outside is fri . o s 4 o,
e wind outside is frightening, but it's kinder than the lightening ...
. Thanks REO
rery 143 Spring in Kansas isn’t just about flowers and longer days — it’s also the

Vice President season for some of the wildest weather we get all year. Thunderstorms,

high winds, hail and even tornadoes can roll through fast, sometimes

'II? el with little warning. For Brown-Atchison Electric Cooperative members,
reasurer staying safe during these storms isn’t just about comfort. It’s about
rotecting your family, your home and your power. -
Gregg Oswald P &y a4 yourp .
Secret Michael Volker
ecretary PREPARE BEFORE THE STORM
. The best defense is a good offense. Take a few minutes now — while
Todd Gigstad . :
Trust the skies are clear — to get ready:
rustee Include flashlights, extra batteries, bot-
. tled water, non-perishable food, a first-aid kit and any necessary
Paul Hinton -
medications.
Trustee

Make sure
you're getting weather warnings from

iz reliable sources (the National Weath-

sz er Service, local news apps or NOAA
Weather Radio).
Trey Lockwood .
o Identify
rustee the safest spot in your home — a
basement, storm shelter or an inte-
Johnny Schlodder A
Trust rior room on the lowest floor, away
rustee from windows.
oLy WHAT TO DO DURING THE STORM
Michael Volker When storms hit, quick action matters:
General Manager Avoid windows and

glass doors. Don't take shelter under

CONTACT US trees or in sheds. Brown-Atchison Lineman Tod Mathias
“ridin’ the storm out.” April 13 is Lineman

Power surges

1712 Central from lightning can damage TVs, com- Appreciation Day, a time to recognize the

Horton. KS 66439 d other el . ’ hardworking men and women who brave
. Puters and other electronics — even dangerous conditions — often during

785-486-2117 if you have a surge protector. storms — to restore power and keep our

Continued on page 12B» communities connected.
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/\ STAY
o AWAY

SAVE LIVES. FROM
_DOWNED LINES

Always assume a downed power line
is energized and dangerous, even if it’s

not sparking or making noise.

[KEEP YOUIR DISuANELES

» Stay at least 50 feet away.

» Do not touch the line or anything —
or anyone — it’s touching.

> Warn others to stay far back.

» Call 911 and state it’s an electrical
emergency.

» Do not touch or step in water near a

downed line. Water conducts electricity
and creates a dangerous mix.

e —
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STAY AT LEAST
50 FEET AWAY.

IF YOUrRE INSIDE YOUR VERICLE:
Stay inside and call 911.
Wait for utility or emergency crews to
tell you it’s safe to exit.
Only leave the vehicle if there is
immediate danger, like a fire.

IF YOU MUST EXIT DUE T©

FIRE OR DANGER:
Open a door that’s not touching the
ground, if possible.
Cross your arms over your chest. Jump
clear without touching the vehicle and
ground at the same time.
Land with feet together. Shuffle or hop
away without separating them. Get as far
away as you can.
Avoid power lines that are on the
ground or sagging overhead.
Do not go back to the vehicle until it's

- l confirmed safe. A

NEVER DRIVE
OVER A DOWNED
POWER LINE.

_“@

SOURCE WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG
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NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Ridin’ the Storm Out e ompgenar

Electricity and water are a
dangerous mix.

AFTER THE STORM PASSES
The danger isn't always over when the
wind stops:

Use Brown-Atchison
Electric’s outage reporting system
by calling us at 785-486-2117
option 1. Provide your address and
any information you can so we know
what to expect when we get there.

A quick call or knock can make
a big difference.

GENERATOR SAFETY

If you have a generator, it is a good
idea to test it and ensure it is in good
working order. If you use it during an
outage, never operate it indoors or in
an enclosed space like a garage. Always
follow the manufacturer’s instructions
and make sure your generator is
properly grounded and disconnected
from the grid.

STAY INFORMED

Brown-Atchison Electric uses its
website to post outage updates and
information. Go to www.baelectric.com
and scroll onto the “Outage Center”
button then down to the “Live Public
Outage Map” and click for a view of
outages across the Brown-Atchison

APRIL SHOWERS BRING ...

If you see a Brown-Atchison
Electric lineman — especially
on April 13 — give them a
wave or a thank you. Their
dedication and courage

keep the lights on for all

of us, no matter what the
weather brings.

Electric system. We will also provide
information updates regarding
restoration times with the outage map.
Spring storms are unpredictable, but
a little planning can go a long way. From
all of us at Brown-Atchison Electric
Cooperative, stay safe and look out
for each other this season. If you ever
have questions about storm safety or
outages, we're here to help.

CELEBRATE OUR LINEMEN

April 13 is Lineman Appreciation Day,

a time to recognize the hardworking
men and women who brave dangerous
conditions — often during storms

— to restore power and keep our
communities connected. Please drive
slowly and give a wide berth around
our trucks to help them stay safe. If
you see a Brown-Atchison Electric
lineman — especially on April 13 —
give them a wave or a thank you. Their
dedication and courage keep the lights
on for all of us, no matter what the
weather brings.

TR e
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... potential disruptions.

STAY AWAY from downed power lines.




GROW YOUR SAVINGS

Landscaping That Cuts Energy Costs

When most people think about saving
energy, they picture insulation upgrades,
efficient windows and appliance swaps.
But your yard can play a major role,
too. According to the U.S. Department
of Energy, a well-planned landscape
can reduce air-conditioning costs by up
to 25% and pay for itself in less than
eight years.

Because landscaping results vary by
region, keep in mind that the U.S. has
plant hardiness climate zones rang-
ing from zone 1 (coldest) to zone 13
(warmest). In Kansas alone, you will find
four different plant hardiness zones.
Find your zone at www.planthardiness.
ars.usda.gov and plant strategically for
your zone.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT TREES:
DECIDUOUS OR EVERGREEN
Deciduous trees (those that lose their
leaves in the winter) block sunlight in
the summer and allow light in during
the colder months, helping to regu-
late indoor temperatures year-round.
Evergreen trees provide consis-
tent shade and can serve as wind-
breaks, which is especially helpful in
cool climates.
TIP: In hot climates, choose native or

drought-tolerant species. They require
less water and are typically more resil-
ient. Avoid native eastern red cedars, as
they aggressively spread into grasslands,
where they serve as fire fuel.

PLACEMENT MATTERS
Plant
trees to block strong mid- to late-af-
ternoon sun.

Use
deciduous trees to block summer
sun but still allow winter light.

Tall trees planted at a
distance equal to two to five times
their mature height can shade your
home without blocking winter sun.

Shorter trees and shrubs
help shield against intense, low-angle
afternoon sun.

Shade
these areas to reduce reflected heat.
Bushes can absorb
sunlight and reduce heat transfer,

but avoid dense plantings in humid

climates, where airflow is important
to prevent excess moisture.

TIP: Be mindful near solar panels.
Avoid planting tall trees on the south
side of panels to prevent shade during
peak sun hours.

BE SAFE.

Call before you dig.

%

PLAN FOR A TREE’S
MATURE HEIGHT

Avoid planting trees that will grow
taller than 15 feet near power lines.
For taller species, plant at least 20
feet away — 45 feet is even better
— to prevent safety hazards and
avoid future pruning.

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

Before you plant anything, call 811

to check for underground utilities.
This free service marks public lines,
like electricity, water and gas, so you
avoid costly and dangerous mistakes.
Call several business days before you
plan to dig.

READY WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

. o

& {f

When the lights go out, lineworkers are ready to answer
the call, day or night, to safely restore power and keep
our communities moving forward. They take pride in
powering the places we call home. Today and every day,
we thank lineworkers for their service and commitment.

LINEWORKER APPRECIATION DAY IS APRIL 13, 2026
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{2 Spring Savings Word Search

Are you ready to spring into energy savings? When we actively try to reduce our energy
use at home, we save on bills and help our community. Read the efficiency tips below, then
search for (and circle) the bolded words in the puzzle.

Explorers
SPRING ENERGY TIPS:

UNPLUG chargers, gaming systems and other devices. Electronics can consume ENERGY

when they're plugged in, even if you're not using them.

Open curtains and blinds during the day to use NATURAL LIGHT instead of lamps and other home
lighting.

Dress for the weather. When it's chilly, grab a JACKET instead of turning up the THERMOSTAT.
When it's warm, instead of turning on the A/C, open WINDOWS or turn on fans to circulate air.

Turn off LIGHTS when you're leaving the room for more than five minutes.
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