
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Reliability Requires Investment
As your local 
power provider, 
Brown-Atchison 
Electric’s mission 
has always 
been simple: 
provide safe and 
reliable service 
at affordable 
rates. Reliable 

electricity doesn’t happen by accident. 
It requires ongoing investment in our 
distribution grid — through system 
repairs, maintenance, upgrades, and the 
integration of new technologies that help 
us operate smarter and more efficiently.

Much of the energy system we 
rely on today was built decades ago. 
While it continues to serve us well, age 
alone means that components must 
be repaired or replaced to maintain 
performance and safety. From poles and 

wires to transformers and substations, 
every part of the grid has a lifespan. 
Routine maintenance helps extend that 
lifespan, but eventually, equipment must 
be updated to meet modern standards. 
These proactive investments reduce 
the likelihood of outages, shorten 
restoration times when disruptions do 
occur, and create a stronger backbone 
for our growing community.

Demand for electricity is evolving. 
Homes and businesses today use 
electricity in ever-changing ways, and 
that trend will only continue. Smart 
appliances, advanced HVAC systems, 
distributed generation, and new 
commercial facilities have different 
requirements in terms of reliability and 
power quality. Advanced electronics 
can be hypersensitive to fluctuations 
in voltage. As these technologies take 
hold, the grid must be able to support 
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E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y
TIP OF THE MONTH
As spring arrives, take advantage of milder temperatures to save energy at home. Open 
windows on pleasant days to bring in fresh air instead of running your HVAC system. It’s 
also a great time to replace dirty air filters, which helps your system run more e�ciently and 
improves indoor air quality. As daylight increases, turn o� unnecessary lights and rely on natural 
sunlight when possible. Small seasonal adjustments like these can reduce energy use, lower 
monthly bills, and help keep your home comfortable as winter transitions into spring. S O U R C E :  N R E C A
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increased demand while maintaining 
the reliability and power quality our 
members expect. Strategic upgrades 
such as rebuilding our South Fairview 
Transmission Line (SFTL) or other 
projects in our Construction Work Plan 
(CWP) are essential to ensure we can 
meet these needs both today and in 
the decades ahead.

Similarly, new technologies are 
reshaping how we operate. For example, 
automated metering infrastructure 
(AMI) combined with a better outage 
management system help us pinpoint 
problems faster while also providing 
better outage information to our 
members. These technologies can help 
us restore service more efficiently. 

Rebuilding the system and 
implementing better technologies 
is not just a convenience — it is 
a necessity for ensuring reliability 
in an increasingly complex energy 
landscape. It is also expensive. These 
improvements require prudent planning 
with constant focus on member 
impact. These investments can cause 

rates to increase, yet a stronger grid 
supports economic growth, improves 
service quality, and enhances safety 
for our crews and community. Most 
importantly, it ensures that the essential 
power you rely on is available whenever 
you need it.

It is a balancing act to invest 
prudently into the system while 
minimizing rate impacts to our 
members. For this reason, we pursued 
and secured a grant to pay for almost 
all of the $1 million investment 
associated with the SFTL. This project 
is the most expensive project in the 
CWP but it replaces a critical line that is 
over 50 years old. By securing this grant, 
we will meet two objectives: improve 
reliability and minimize rate impact for 
our members.

We know that powering our 
community means preparing for 
the future, not just maintaining the 
present. By cost effectively investing 
in our local grid today, we are building 
the foundation for a brighter, more 
resilient tomorrow.

Reliability Requires Investment 
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INCREASED ELECTRIFICATION: Electric vehicle 
adoption, electrification of home heating and industrial 
electrification are increasing overall U.S. energy consumption.

DATA CENTERS: Driven by explosions in AI, 
cryptocurrency and cloud computing, total U.S. data center 
load is projected to increase by 65% by 2050.

ECONOMIC GROWTH: Residential power consumption 
is expected to increase by 14% TO 22% through 2050 due 
to increases in population and steady economic growth.

MANUFACTURING GROWTH/ONSHORING: New, 
expanding and “onshored/reshored” manufacturing capacity 
driven by federal incentives is expected to increase industrial 
demand by 13,000 GIGAWATT-HOURS per year.

Why is the Demand for Electricity Rising?

1

2

4

3

Demand for electricity in the U.S. is booming. Power consumption nationwide is set to increase 
by at least 38 GIGAWATTS by 2028 — enough electricity to power 3,600 homes for a year. 
To meet this demand, a combination of new power plants, grid upgrades and energy storage 
technology advancements are required. Here are some key factors driving increased demand.
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AFTER A FLOOD: 
Electrical Safety FIRST

Water and electricity are a deadly mix. 
If your home or basement has flooded, 
TAKE THESE PRECAUTIONS BEFORE 

USING ANY ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.

STAY AWAY UNTIL IT’S SAFE
f	Do not enter a flooded area until 

power has been disconnected by your 
utility or a licensed electrician.

f	Never enter water that could be in 
contact with electrical outlets or cords. 

f	When in doubt, have your utility or 
an electrician confirm it’s safe before 
restoring electricity. Restoring power 
too soon can cause fires, shocks or 
further damage.

GET A PROFESSIONAL INSPECTION
f	Have a licensed electrician inspect your 

wiring, outlets and service panel before 
restoring power.

f	Replace or check appliances, furnaces 
and water heaters that have been 
submerged.

f	Don’t attempt to dry out and reuse 
electronics, extension cords or 
appliances that have been wet.

USE CAUTION WITH GENERATORS
f	Run portable generators outdoors 

only, away from windows, doorways 
and vents.

f	Plug appliances directly into the 
generator, never into a wall outlet.

REMEMBER: “DRY” 
DOESN’ T MEAN SAFE

Even if items look dry, hidden corrosion 
can make them dangerous. 

Always replace or have electrical devices 
inspected before use.
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SAFETY TIP
If you’re outside during a tornado, get to a sturdy building 
if possible. Never stay in a vehicle during a tornado or 
try to outrun it. If no shelter is nearby, lie flat in a ditch 
or low-lying area away from cars, trees and power lines. 
Protect your head with your arms. S O U R C E :  W W W. S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Tornado Safety and Electrical Hazards
Tornadoes can strike with little warning, leaving 
behind downed power lines, damaged electrical 
equipment and dangerous debris. Preparing 
before a tornado — and knowing how to stay 
safe afterward — can help prevent electrical 
shock, fire and injury. Make sure your emer-
gency plan includes electrical safety steps so 
you and your family are ready to act quickly 
and safely.

BEFORE A TORNADO:
	fPrepare an emergency kit with water, bat-
tery-powered flashlight, radio, extra batteries 
and portable phone charger.
	fKeep your electric utility’s phone number 
handy in case you need to report an outage 
or downed line.
	fFully charge cell phones and backup power 
banks before severe weather hits so you can 
use them in an emergency.

DURING A TORNADO:
	fSeek shelter immediately in a basement or a 
small, interior room with no windows, such as 
a bathroom or closet.
	fTurn off and unplug appliances and electron-
ics to protect them from power surges. Leave 
one light on so you’ll know when power 
is restored.
	fDo not stay inside a vehicle or try to outrun 
a tornado. Exit the vehicle and seek shelter in 
a sturdy building. If none are available, lie flat 
in a low-lying area away from the vehicle and 
power lines.

AFTER A TORNADO:
	fStay away from downed power lines and any-

thing they could touch, such as trees, fences 
or debris. Always assume they are energized.
	f If you see a downed line while driving, do 
not exit your vehicle. Call 911 and your utility 
and warn others to stay away.
	fDo not touch anyone who is in contact with 
a power line. Call 911 immediately and wait 
for emergency responders.
	fDo not enter damaged buildings until elec-
tricity and gas are shut off by professionals. 
Never attempt to turn off power if you must 
stand in water to reach the breaker.
	fAvoid flooded areas with electrical outlets, 
appliances, or cords, and never touch electri-
cal equipment when wet or standing in water.
	fHave all water-damaged electrical systems, 
appliances and devices inspected by a 
licensed electrician before use.

POWER OUTAGES AND 
GENERATOR SAFETY:
	fNever use a generator indoors or in par-
tially enclosed spaces such as garages or 
porches, or near open windows and doors. 
Place a generator at least 20 feet away from 
your home to prevent carbon monoxide 
poisoning.
	fKeep the generator dry by placing it on a 
tarp or under a canopy and follow all manu-
facturer’s instructions.
	fNever plug a generator directly into a wall 
outlet. This can inadvertently energize power 
lines and pose a lethal risk to you, neighbors 
and utility workers.
Stay informed, stay alert, and share this 

information to help protect your family and 
community during severe weather events.
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Did you know March 20 is the fi rst day of spring? This time of year marks 
new beginnings and fresh blooms, but it can also bring powerful storms that 
interrupt electric service. 

Help the lineworker fi nd his way through the maze to the bucket 
truck so he can restore power.

Help the Lineworker Spring into Action

FINISH
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