
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

The Benefits of Attending  
Brown-Atchison Electric’s Annual Meeting

If your mailbox 
is anything like 
mine, it’s easy 
to skim over 
that annual 
meeting invitation 
from YOUR 
cooperative — 
Brown-Atchison 

Electric. But tossing it aside might 
mean missing out on a truly unique 
opportunity. Here’s why showing up 
at Brown-Atchison Electric’s annual 
meeting isn’t just good citizenship — 
it’s a smart move for you and your 
cooperative-community.

A REAL VOICE IN LOCAL POWER
Unlike traditional utility companies, 
electric cooperatives are owned and 
governed by their members — people 
like you. The annual meeting is where 

that cooperative spirit comes to life. 
You get to voice your opinion on 
important issues, vote for trustees to 
govern your cooperative, and learn 
about major initiatives. Your voice is 
heard — and it matters. That’s real 
democracy, and it’s rare in today’s world.

TRANSPARENCY YOU CAN TRUST
Where does your money go? How 
is Brown-Atchison Electric navigating 
changes in wholesale power markets, 
technology or regulation? The annual 
meeting gives you direct answers. 
Leaders present financial reports and 
future plans, and you have the chance 
to ask questions — no filter, no script. 
It’s your power bill at work, explained 
face-to-face.

A CHANCE TO CONNECT
Annual meetings feel like a community 
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Mark your calendars!  
Brown-Atchison Electric’s  
annual meeting is  Feb. 26, 2026. 

FEB.__________________
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festival. There are door prizes and 
food. You can catch up with 
neighbors, visit with 
Brown-Atchison’s staff, 
and network with 
trustees. It’s a low-
cost outing that’s 
informative and 
enjoyable.

SHAPE THE FUTURE
Energy is changing fast, 
and Brown-Atchison 
Electric wants — and needs — 
member input. Annual meetings are 
where ideas spark, from Beat the Peak 
or other Demand Response programs 
to capital credits retirement policy. By 
participating, trustees hear you, which 
can help steer policy and investments 
that will define Brown-Atchison Electric 
for years to come.

BOTTOM LINE: IT’S YOUR 
COOPERATIVE
Brown-Atchison Electric isn’t some 
distant bureaucracy. It’s a not-for-profit, 
local institution — built for the benefit 
of its members. The annual meeting is 
your ticket to see how it all works, have 
your say, and maybe even shape what 
comes next.

So when that invitation shows up, say 

yes. You’ll be surprised 
at what you gain by 
showing up for your 

community — and 
for yourself.

VOTING MATTERS!
It is election season! Most 

people think of big-ticket races 
— presidents, governors, county 
commissioners, etc. — when 
they think of elections. But one 
of the most direct ways you can 

shape Brown-Atchison Electric’s future is 
by voting for trustees. Like any election 
— it only works if members participate. 
This year, there are three trustee seats 
up for election. With one seat currently 
vacant (Jackson, Jefferson and Nemaha 
counties), and another trustee retiring 
(Brown county), there will be at least two 
new trustees on the Brown-Atchison 
board. Every single ballot is a voice for 
accountability and positive change. Learn 
about the nominees on our web page. 
Come to the annual meeting and vote!

COME JOIN US!
Registration for the annual meeting 
begins at 10:30 a.m. on Feb. 26 at 
the cooperative headquarters, 1712 
Central Avenue in Horton. Please come 
and join us!

The Benefits of Attending Brown-Atchison 
Electric’s Annual Meeting Continued from page 12A 

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y
TIP OF THE MONTH
Ensure you’re making the most of your home heating system. Replace or clean 
filters to keep your furnace or heat pump running e�ciently. Listen for strange 
noises and check for uneven heating — these signs indicate that the system may 
need servicing. Ensure vents and radiators aren’t blocked by furniture or rugs as proper 
airflow helps your system work less and saves energy. A little maintenance along the way 
can prevent costly repairs and keep your home cozy through winter. S O U R C E :  N R E C A

f	Battery-powered radio 
f	Blankets, clothing and 

sturdy shoes 
f	Cash 
f	Cellphone and charger, 

power bank
f	Flashlight and batteries 
f	First-aid kit 
f	Medications, medical equipment 
f	Non-perishable food and manual 

can opener 
f	Water: 1 gallon per person, per day

ADD TO YOUR VEHICLE KIT
f	Canned and compressed air with 

sealant for emergency tire repair
f	Extra coat, gloves and hat
f	Emergency flares
f	Jumper cables
f	Sand bags or road salt
f	Windshield scraper

Top Must-Haves For 
Your Emergency Kit 

Be ready with at least 
three days of supplies and 
don’t forget to stock your 
vehicles with a similar kit.

WINTER 
EMERGENCY 

KIT
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The Power to Save a Life
CPR AND AED TRAINING
It’s American Heart Month. February is dedicated 
to heart health, and one of its most profound 
impacts is empowering communities to respond 
when every second counts.

By learning CPR, mastering first aid and ensuring 
access to automated external defibrillators (AEDs), 
ordinary people can become extraordinary lifelines.

WHY CPR MATTERS — AND  
WHY YOU MATTER, TOO
f	One of the main benefits of CPR is the ability 

to help in the event of a heart attack or 
cardiac arrest. This emergency training can also 
prepare you to assist in a natural disaster, like a 
hurricane, tornado or earthquake.

f	More than 436,000 Americans die each year 
from cardiac arrest. Immediate CPR can double 
or triple survival chances after a cardiac arrest by 
keeping blood and oxygen flowing.

f	Brain damage can begin within 4 minutes of a 
cardiac issue, and without intervention, death 
may follow within 4-6 more minutes.

f	Many jobs require CPR and first-aid training. Even if 
it’s not required, earning CPR certification can show 
an employer that you are willing to step up and 
help in a crisis or emergency.

THE DIFFERENCE AN ELECTRIC 
AED CAN MAKE
f	An AED is a portable medical device that 

delivers an electric shock to restart the heart 
or restore a healthy heartbeat during sudden 
cardiac arrest.

f	AEDs are designed to be simple to use, with 
voice and visual prompts to guide users — even 
those without training. An AED even determines 
whether to defibrillate. It will not give an 
electric shock unless it is necessary, so you 
cannot harm someone by using an AED on them 
in an emergency.

f	The Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration strongly encourages the 
placement of AEDs in workplaces, as 10,000 
sudden cardiac arrests occur in workplaces 
each year.

f	The American Heart Association (AHA) reports 
that AED usage, when combined with CPR, can 
double or triple survival rates. Nine in 10 cardiac 
arrest victims who receive a shock in the first 
minute live, and defibrillation within the first 3 

minutes boosts survival to 
nearly 95%.

f	According to the AHA, everyday 
bystanders — when trained — 
are a critical part of the “chain 
of survival” that starts with a 911 
call, CPR and defibrillation.

WHAT YOU CAN DO THIS 
AMERICAN HEART MONTH

1GET TRAINED. Take a CPR, AED and first-aid 
class through Red Cross or AHA. Even a few 

hours of training can give you the confidence and 
skills to respond effectively in an emergency.

2 SPREAD AWARENESS. Share CPR resources 
and encourage others to learn lifesaving 

techniques. Sharing hands-only CPR videos or local 
training opportunities helps spread knowledge and 
creates a network of potential responders.

3 PROMOTE AED ACCESS. Advocate for and 
ensure workplaces, schools, gyms and 

community spaces have visible AEDs. It can mean 
the difference between life and death.

4 SUPPORT PREPAREDNESS. Urge employers 
and organizations to provide training and 

develop emergency plans.

5 FOSTER THE MINDSET TO ACT. Encourage 
others to be ready to call 911, start CPR and 

use an AED when available. When more people 
are willing and able to take these steps, we benefit 
from stronger, safer communities.

BE PREPARED, BE THE DIFFERENCE
The tools to save a life are simple, powerful and 
within reach — but only if we train, normalize re-
sponse, and place AEDs where they are accessible. 
During American Heart Month, let’s turn awareness 
into action: a trained community is a community 
armed with the power to save lives.

The American Heart 
Association (AHA) reports 
that AED usage, when 
combined with CPR, 
can double or triple 
survival rates. Nine in 
10 cardiac arrest victims 
who receive a shock in 
the first minute live, and 
defibrillation within the 
first 3 minutes boosts  
survival to nearly 95%.
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1. Spend time outdoors or unplugged to reduce your 

________________________ time and save energy. 

2. Turn off  the ________________________ while brushing your teeth.

3. When it’s cold, wear an extra layer of ________________________ instead 

of turning up the thermostat.

4. Keep doors and ________________________ closed when your home’s 

heating/cooling system is turned on.

5. Unplug smaller electronics like ________________________ when you’re 

not using them. 

6. Turn off  ________________________ when you leave a room.

Every Super Bowl MVP makes big plays — and you can too!
Use the clues below to fi ll in the blanks and learn how you can help save energy
at home by making smart, e�  cient plays. Double check your work in the answer key. 

Score Big with 
Energy Savings!

Answer Key: 1. screen 2. water 3. clothing 4. windows 5. chargers  6. lights

Word Bank:
windows
clothing
water
lights
screen 
chargers
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