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FROM THE MANAGER

A Tribute to the Men-in-Blue

Generally, | write about topics that are
specific to the utility industry. This arti-
cle is not about the utility industry but
it is tied directly to the membership of
Brown-Atchison Electric Cooperative
(BAE) and transcends anything | could
say on utility matters.

In the early morning hours of Sept.
28, 2025, Sergeant Scott Heimann was
shot and killed while trying to peace-
fully resolve a domestic dispute — a
single shot by the individual who then
took his own life. Scott was a police-
man for the City of Hays, Kansas, police
department (CHP) in the town that |
called “home” for 15 years. Scott and
the Heimann family are forever friends
of my family. Scott was a devoted
husband to Beth, a wonderful father of
Patrick and Victoria, a wonderful son
to Bill and Teresa (Becker) Heimann,
and a loving and protective brother.
Scott is also the grandson of Mary
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and the late Paul Becker.
The Beckers are members
of both Brown-Atchison
and Doniphan electric
cooperatives.

When a senseless killing
occurs, communities grieve
deeply. The first responder = ™
community — the proverbial  pichael Volker
“Men-in-Blue” (women, too)
are deeply impacted. On a typical Hays
late-summer day (windy, sunny and
hot), an estimated 1,000 of them came
to Scott’s services. From across Kansas
and from places as far away as New
York City and Dallas, Texas, they came
to honor Scott and grieve the loss of
one of their own. At the graveside
service, the flyover, final call and taps, |
didn’t see a dry eye on any of them —
or anyone else for that matter.

Continued on page 12B »
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TURKEY FRYER

Sadety 744

Keep holiday meals joyful — don't let a

fire ruin the feast. Deep-frying a turkey
can be delicious, but it’s also one of the
riskiest ways to cook. Before you plug in
or fire up a fryer, follow these safety tips:

W Use outdoor fryers at

LEAST 10 FEET AWAY
from buildings, garages
£ and overhangs.

Place the fryer on a flat,
sturdy surface and don’t
move it once it’s heating.

Never leave a fryer
unattended. Keep
children and pets at

% LEAST 3 FEET AWAY.

Wear oven mitts and use
long utensils to avoid contact
with hot surfaces and oil.

# - Testoil level by filling fryer
7 e with water and lowering the
turkey to see how much oil

o

Use a fully thawed
and dry turkey —
never fry a frozen one.

Use a thermometer to
make sure oil is at the
recommended temperature.

=R
2 Consider using an electric
s fryer or going oil-free with

Avoid overloading outlets if
using an electric fryer; unplug
other appliances before use.

~| an air fryer for safer indoor
~ cooking options.

SOURCE: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG
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A Tribute to the Men-in-Blue
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Like them, | am having a difficult time
coming to grips with what is happen-
ing in our world. Senseless violence:
Charlie Kirk; Father Arul Carasala in
Seneca, Kansas; the attack on the Grand
Blanc, Michigan, Mormon Community;
and now Scott Heimann. It’s the “why?”
Perhaps it will just take time to get
there. Thankfully, Father Fred Gatschet
delivered the message of hope and
direction during the service that we all
need to hear when something like this
shakes us to the core.

Father Fred reminded us (me) that we
sometimes misunderstand what faith
is. Faith is not something that makes us
impervious to the pain of tragedy like
some kind of “suit of armor,” but rather
faith assures us there is “something on
the other side” Something better. Scott

was a man of faith. He and Beth come
from families of faith. We had the priv-
ilege of worshiping with the Heimann
family for the 15 years we lived in Hays.
It is my hope and prayer that faith will
get the families through this tragedy
and bring people closer together.

| hope we can put faith into action
by seeing to the needs of the Heimann
and Becker families and indeed to all of
those who put their lives on the line to
serve us — as Scott did. In that way, |
think of the linemen who work with me
here at BAE. They too put their lives on
the line in the most adverse conditions
to serve our BAE community.

Thank you, Men-in-Blue, with a new
appreciation for what you do every day
to protect and serve us. Scott, see you
on the other side.

Turkey Fryer Safety

Keep holiday meals joyful — avoid fires and injuries.

Deep-frying a turkey can be delicious, but it’s also one of the riskiest ways to cook.
Before you plug in or fire up a fryer, follow these safety tips:

SET UP SAFELY

> Use outdoor fryers at least 10 feet away from buildings, garages and overhangs.
> Place the fryer on a flat, sturdy surface and don't move it once it’s heating.

> Never leave a fryer unattended.

> Keep children and pets at least 3 feet away.

PREVENT BURNS AND FIRES

> Wear oven mitts and use long utensils to avoid contact with hot surfaces and oil.
> Test the oil level before cooking. Fill the fryer with water and lower the turkey in

to see how much liquid is needed. Dry everything completely before adding oil.
> Use a fully thawed and dry turkey — never fry a frozen one.

» Monitor temperatures.

> Use a thermometer to make sure the oil is at the recommended temperature.
> Avoid overloading outlets if using an electric fryer; unplug other appliances

before use.

SMART TIP:

Consider using an electric fryer or going oil-free with an air
fryer for safer indoor cooking options.
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Preparing for the Big Hunt:
Look out for Power Lines

As hunting season approaches, excitement builds
for time outdoors. But before you head into the
woods, make sure electrical safety is part of your
preparation checklist.

Power lines and utility equipment are often out
of sight — and out of mind — especially in wood-
ed or rural areas. Ignoring them can lead to serious
injuries or even death.

BEFORE YOU CLIMB THAT TREE STAND,
LOOK UP AND OUT
Never install a tree stand near a power line or on a
utility pole. Electricity can arc — jump through the
air — up to 10 feet from high-voltage lines. This
means you don't even have to touch a wire to be
at risk of electrocution.

Never shoot near or toward power lines, utility
poles, transformers or substations. Stray bullets
or pellets could damage equipment, possibly
interrupting electric service. Even more concern-
ing, they could drop a power line to the ground,
causing a hazardous scenario: Those who get
within 50 feet of a downed line could be shocked
or electrocuted.

KEEP THESE TIPS IN MIND TO

STAY SAFE AND AVOID COSTLY OR

DANGEROUS INCIDENTS:

» SCOUT THE AREA. Before hunting, take time to
scout your area during daylight. Look for power
lines, poles and electrical equipment. Note their

trical generator on your
hunting trip, don’t use it
inside a cabin or RV, or
in a confined area. Use
it outside where there is
plenty of ventilation.

» AVOID AIMING TOWARD
POWER LINES OR EQUIP-
MENT. Never fire near
or toward poles, lines,
substations or trans-
formers. A stray bullet
could knock down a line,
interrupt power or create
a deadly hazard.

» KEEP YOUR DISTANCE.
Always stay at least 10 feet
away from overhead lines,
poles and other electri-
cal infrastructure when

QUICK TIPS

» Never install stands or blinds on
utility poles or near electrical
equipment.

» Stay at least 10 feet from over-
head power lines when climbing
or placing a tree stand.

» Stay a minimum of 50 feet from
a downed power line and call 91
to report it.

» Don’t aim or shoot near power
lines, poles or substations.

» Always assume power lines are
live and dangerous, even if they
appear inactive.

setting up or taking down tree stands.

» NEVER CLIMB A UTILITY POLE. Even if it looks
like the perfect vantage point, don’t do it. Poles
carry high-voltage lines and climbing them can

be deadly.

» DON’T USE UTILITY POLES FOR SUPPORT. Tree
stands or blinds should never be attached
to or supported by power poles or electrical

equipment.

KNOW THE DANGER OF DOWNED LINES

locations to avoid them later.
> POWER SAFELY. If you're using a portable elec-

If you come across a downed power line or
damaged electrical equipment, stay at least 50
feet away, even if it doesn't
appear to be live. Power
lines can still carry electricity
when on the ground, posing
a risk of shock or electrocu-
tion. Call 911 or your utility
right away to help prevent a
dangerous situation.

Whether you're a sea-
soned hunter or heading out
for the first time, staying
aware of your surroundings
could save your life.

» Never climb a utility pole.

» Don't use utility poles to support tree stands or blinds.
» Avoid aiming toward power lines and equipment.

SOURCE: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG
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NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

FALL SAFETY
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Fall is in full swing, and that means the leaves are changing, the weather is crisp and the
holiday season is just around the corner! But the fall season also brings a higher risk of home
fires and electrical safety hazards. Read the safety tips below and use the clues to complete the

crossword puzzle. CHECK YOUR WORK IN THE ANSWER KEY. E n e r

D DOWN: Explorers

An should always be in the kitchen when something Make sure all are

is cooking. blown out before leaving a room.
2 ACROSS: 5 DOWN:

Keep any items that can burn away from the stove, Smoke should be tested every month to ensure they

and other cooking appliances. are working properly.
3 DOWN:

Candles and should only be used by adults.

- 5 DOWN
1 ACROSS
3 DOWN
4 DOWN

2 ACROSS
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