
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Reflecting on Progress,  
Planning for the Future
This year has flown by! As we close 
it, I want to express gratitude to the 
members for your continued trust 
and support. Brown-Atchison Electric 
Cooperative was built by people coming 
together to improve the quality of 
life in rural Brown, Atchison, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Nemaha and Doniphan 
counties. Brown-Atchison was the first 
Kansas cooperative to energize its lines 
way back in 1938. The mission then, now, 
and into the future will always be about 
benefiting the members we serve. 

This past year has been marked 
by meaningful progress, both in 
strengthening our local system and 
in working at the national level to 
influence energy policies that directly 
affect reliability, affordability and 

resilience. While the details 
of federal regulations 
may seem distant, they 
significantly impact our daily 
operations here at home. 
One example has been the 
efforts from cooperatives 
across the country to rewrite 
the EPA’s Power Plant rule. 
As originally written, the rule 
would have forced a rapid shift away 
from always-available power generation 
resources, threatening the accessibility 
of a diverse fuel supply that keeps 
electricity reliable.

Closer to home, we continue to 
reduce wholesale power costs from 
Kansas Electric Power Cooperative 
(KEPCo) by reducing load at critical 
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Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Our o�  ces will be closed Thursday, Dec. 25, Friday, Dec. 26, 
and Thursday, Jan. 1, to celebrate the holidays.
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times. The Willis Solar 
facility, Standby Generator 
and Beat the Peak programs 
combined have saved over 
$300,000 in the last 12 
months. In its second year 
of operation, the Willis 
Solar facility has exceeded 
expectations both in terms 
of kilowatt hours generated 
during critical peak hours 
and in terms of dollar savings.

In our own backyard, we have 
put considerable investment into 
strengthening our distribution system. 
In 2025 alone, we have (or will) invest 
almost $1.2 million in the distribution 
plant and equipment necessary to 
build and maintain a reliable network. 
Looking ahead, we have written a 
grant proposal and been approved 
for a grant to pay over 96% (about 
$1.2 million) of the expected costs 
of rebuilding the South Fairview 
transmission line and of completing 
several smaller projects associated with 
our Construction Work Plan (CWP). The 
South Fairview transmission line is very 
old and represents a threat to reliability. 
Rebuilding it is by far the most 
expensive project in the CWP. Securing 
funding to pay for most of it will help 
offset difficult cost pressures we and all 
other electric utilities have been facing. 
As of this writing, we are on hold until 
the federal government has reopened, 
but we expect to jump right into them 
as soon as that changes.

As we look ahead to a new year, I 

see both challenges and opportunities 
on the horizon. The energy industry 
is undergoing significant change 
driven by the rising need for more 
electricity, new tools and technologies, 
and federal energy policies. The path 
forward requires innovative thinking 
and member-focused solutions. I’m 
confident that with the dedication of 
Brown-Atchison Electric’s employees 
and the continued support of our 
members, we are well-positioned 
to adapt and meet challenges head-
on. Through it all, our promise to 
you remains steadfast: Everything 
we do is about benefitting the 
members we serve.

On a different topic, Brown-Atchison 
Electric’s annual meeting is scheduled 
for FEB. 26, 2026. We will have three 
trustee positions up for election. If 
you are interested in running for the 
board, please notify any of the current 
trustees or call the office.

The staff of Brown-Atchison Electric 
wish you and your families a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Please be safe. 

Reflecting on Progress, Planning for the Future Continued from page 12A 

Bright Lights, 
Safe Nights
OUTDOOR HOLIDAY 

LIGHTING SAFETY
Use outdoor-rated lights 
with UL safety labels. 

Plug into GFCI outlets for 
shock protection. 

Stay at least 10 feet from 
power lines when hanging 
lights. 

Don’t hang lights with tacks, 
nails or screws — use clips 
instead.  

Keep cords away from water 
and snow. 

Inspect for damage like 
broken sockets or frayed 
cords. 

Don’t overload extension 
cords or outlets. 

Turn o� lights before bed or 
when away; a timer makes it 
easy. 

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Holiday travel safety tips
f	Inspect your car before you leave.

f	Pack an emergency kit.

f	Check the weather before you go.

f	Buckle up and slow down.

f	Avoid distractions — put that phone away.

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Should I Use a Space Heater or Turn up the Heat?
Drafty room? Before reaching for your 
space heater, consider whether it’s 
better to plug it in or simply turn up 
the thermostat.

Space heaters are designed to warm 
small, targeted spaces — not your 
entire home. If you find yourself relying 
on one often, it may be time to address 
your home’s energy efficiency.

FIX EFFICIENCY FIRST, THEN SUP-
PLEMENT WITH A SPACE HEATER
Improving your home’s efficiency helps 
it retain heat, reduces drafts and reduc-
es your energy use. Many solutions are 
affordable and do-it-yourself friend-
ly, such as:
	fSeal air leaks. Use caulk and weather 
stripping around windows and exterior 
doors to prevent drafts.
	fAdd insulation where it matters. Attic 
insulation has the biggest return on 
investment, and loose-fill insulation is 
an affordable option.
	fCheck your heating system. Schedule 
regular service for your furnace or heat 
pump. If it’s outdated or struggling, it 
could be time for an upgrade. Check 
with your utility for potential rebates 
and incentives.
	fUse programmable thermostats. These 
can help reduce energy waste by heat-
ing only when and where needed.
Once your home is sealed and insu-

lated, a space heater can be used to in-
crease comfort and warm specific rooms, 
like a home office or bedroom, without 
turning up the heat for the whole house.

A space heater is like a ceiling fan; it 
can improve comfort in a small area, but 
it’s not a whole-house solution.

USE SPACE HEATERS EFFICIENTLY:
	fHeat only the room you’re currently in.
	fClose doors to keep heat contained.
	fChoose the right size — too small 
and it won’t warm you; too big and 
it wastes energy. Check manufacturer 
sizing guides.
	fUse a heater with a thermostat and 
timer to avoid overheating the room or 
wasting electricity.

STAY SAFE WHILE STAYING WARM:
	fPlace the heater on a solid, flat, 
nonflammable surface — never on 
carpets or rugs.
	fPlug the heater directly into the wall 
outlet. Never use extension cords or 
power strips.
	fKeep children, pets and anything 
flammable, such as curtains or bedding, 
at least 3 feet away from the heater.
	fChoose a heater with built-in safety 
features, including:
	fOverheat sensor.
	fTip-over shutoff switch.
	fUL, ETL or CSA International 
certification label.

	fNever leave a space heater 
unattended, especially around 
children or pets.
	fTurn off the heater when you leave 
the room or go to sleep.
	fUnplug it when not in use to prevent 
electrical hazards.
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feeling chilled?
Heat your 

space
safely

1

Keep flammable 
objects at least

3 feet away.

Do not use one 
with a damaged 
plug or prongs.

Place on
a flat,

level surface.

2

Plug it 
directly into 

an outlet.

4

Make sure the 
cord is not frayed 

or cracked.

3

Follow all 
instructions and 

use models 
endorsed by a 

reputable testing 
lab.

5

Do not use an 
extension cord 
or power strip, 

which can 
overheat.

6

Do not use 
around small 

children or pets.

7

W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

SMART TIPS FOR USING
SPACE HEATERS

In 2022, space heaters accounted 
for 88% of deaths caused by 

home heating equipment.

To avoid a fire, space heaters should 
be kept at least 3 feet away from 

blankets, curtains, paper and other 
flammable materials.

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Mark your calendars! 
Brown-Atchison Electric’s 
annual meeting is 
scheduled for Feb. 26, 
2026. If you are interested 
in running for the board, please notify any 
of the current trustees or call the office.

FEB.__________________

26
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The holidays are a fun, festive time of year! But this is also a time when we typically use more 
electricity at home because the weather is colder and we’re home for the holiday season. 

Read the efficiency tips below, then find and circle the BOLDED words in the puzzle.

HOLIDAY EFFICIENCY TIPS:
f	Decorate your tree with energy-saving LED LIGHTS.
f	Save energy by using a TIMER to turn o� holiday lights when you’re sleeping. 
f	If you have a FIREPLACE in your home, remind an adult to close the damper when a fire is not burning. 
f	Open blinds and curtains during the day to let SUNLIGHT in to warm your home. 
f	Lower the THERMOSTAT when you invite friends or family over.
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