
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Trick or Treat
Halloween is just 
about upon us, 
so I have decid-
ed to start this 
article with a few 
tasty Halloween 
candy puns:

“Twix or treat!”
“It’s 

Crunch time!”
“I hope my puns have you 

Snicker-ing.”
“After all of these Halloween candy 

puns, I’m going to need to exorcise!”
I also wanted to share something 

else that is quite a treat — although it’s 
got some tricks in it too. Way back in 
October of last year, Brown-Atchison 
Electric (BAE) received a “Notice of 
Funding Opportunity” related to the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) — 
Section 40101(d). I’ll refer to this as the 
“40101(d)” grant opportunity from the 
Department of Energy (DOE). Since we 
all are paying more than our share of 
taxes to support the BIL and BAE has 
projects that qualify for funding under 
section 40101(d), we decided to partner 
with a grant-writing expert at Marks-
Nelson Advising to help us see if we 
could secure funding for a few projects 

included in our construction plans over 
the next few years.

Apparently, it worked.
With somewhat guarded optimism, 

I am happy to announce that the DOE 
has short-listed our 40101(d) application 
for $860,485. In partnership with the 
DOE — the state has accepted our 
application through the Build Kansas 
Fund (BKF) to cover 95% of the 
remaining project cost not covered 
by the DOE with the 40101(d) grant. In 
total, these grants provide for funding 
of $1,255,590 for our Resilient Lines 
Initiative. Our matching portion of the 
total estimated cost of the projects is 
only $20,795 or 1.63%.

The Resilient Lines 
Initiative is a group of 
projects included in 
our most recent 
Construction 
Work Plan (CWP). 
It includes the 
rebuilding of 
about 4.6 miles a 
transmission line 
that is 65 years 
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old. The project will include upgrading 
the conductor, replacing poles, cross 
arms, etc. The new line will result in 
improved resiliency for the area the 
substation feeds as well as provide 
opportunities to back feed other parts 
of the BAE system and thereby improve 
reliability across the system.

The second project involves 
upgrading 2 miles of single-phase 
distribution line to two-phase with 
upgraded conductor, new poles, cross-
arms, etc. The upgrade is critical for 
maintaining power continuity along 
the line as voltages are expected to 
drop below design criteria. Upgrading 
to two-phase will help balance the 
load and bring the line back within 
acceptable ranges and thereby reduce 
outages and power quality problems.

Each of these projects are major 
construction priorities of the 

cooperative. Both are critically 
important to system reliability and 
resiliency. Both will be presumably paid 
for — at least 98.4% — via the 40101(d) 
and matching BKF grants. Of course, not 
without a trick or two. If there is one 
thing I have learned about working with 
governmental funding is that there are 
ALWAYS hoops to jump through before 
you are actually paid for a project: 
“Davis-Bacon” and “Build America Buy 
America” standards just to name a few. 
I could go on all day about these and 
many other requirements. However, 
suffice to say for $1.25 million to benefit 
our members, we will jump through a 
lot of hoops. 

We will be excited to provide more 
information as we learn more about 
the grants and project plans. In the 
meantime — we wish everyone a safe 
and happy Halloween!

Trick or Treat Continued from page 12A &
ways to save energy

(Spoiler Alert: Your clothes and dishes 
won’t know the di�erence) 

Major home appliances account
for approximately 16% 
of an average home’s 
energy consumption.

 Run full loads of 
laundry instead of 
several smaller ones.

 Use cold water to 
wash your clothes.

Time to replace that old appliance? 
Replacing older versions with 

energy-e�cient models can save 
the average household more than

 Skip the heated dry 
setting on your 
dishwasher.

 Fully load your 
dishwasher before 
washing.

 Keep your refrigerator at 
35-38 F and your freezer 
at 0 F.

 Regularly defrost 
manual-defrost freezers 
and refrigerators.

 When buying new 
appliances, consider 
Energy Star® versions.

 Unplug appliances 
you’re not using.

S O U R C E S :  N AT I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  D E F E N S E  C O U N C I L ,  
U . S .  E N E R G Y  I N F O R M AT I O N  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

16%

FREE EASY

$500 per year.

Electric cooperatives provide
power with purpose.

SAFETY TIP
Never bring your electronics to bed with you. 
Charging your phone or laptop while it’s on or 
under a pillow or blanket — where airflow is 
blocked — can cause it to overheat and catch 
fire. Charge electronics on hard, flat surfaces.

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

12B  KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING    OCTOBER 2025

N E W S  F RO M  B RO W N - ATC H I S O N  E L E C T R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E



S O U R C E :  N AT I O N A L  R U R A L  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R AT I V E  A S S O C I AT I O N

4 Ways to Secure Your Data
USE STRONG PASSWORDS

Create unique, complex passwords 
and use a password manager.

ENABLE MFA/2FA
Add an extra layer of security with 
multi-factor or two-factor authentication.

UPDATE REGULARLY
Keep your software and 
devices updated with the 
latest security patches.

BACK UP YOUR DATA
Regularly back up your data 
using external drives or 
cloud storage.

!

4 Best Bets to Stay Cyber Safe
October is National Cybersecurity Awareness Month
Protecting yourself online doesn’t have to be complicated or 
expensive. A few simple habits can dramatically reduce your 
risk of falling victim to cybercrime. While you can never be 
“hackproof,” you can become resilient in the online world. 

At the heart of online safety are four essential behaviors 
we at the National Cybersecurity Alliance call the Core 4. 
These simple steps will help shield your personal information, 
protect your online accounts and keep your devices secure. 

1 USE LONG, UNIQUE AND COMPLEX PASSWORDS. Your 
passwords are the first line of defense between a 

criminal and your sensitive information. Here’s how to have 
amazing passwords: 
f	EVERY PASSWORD MUST BE LONG, UNIQUE AND 

COMPLEX. Nowadays, every password should be at least 16 
characters long, which significantly overwhelms password-
cracking programs. Use a random mix of letters, numbers 
and symbols. 

f	DON’T REUSE PASSWORDS. Every account needs a unique 
password. Unfortunately, making small changes, like adding 
numbers or switching out an S with a $, doesn’t count as a 
unique password. 

f	USE A PASSWORD MANAGER TO STORE AND GENERATE 
STRONG PASSWORDS. If you’re wondering how to manage 
so many unique, long passwords, the answer is a password 
manager! There are many free, secure options. Password 
managers are the safest way to store your passwords. If you 
prefer to keep a password notebook, treat it like cash. 

2 ENABLE MULTIFACTOR AUTHENTICATION (MFA). 
Multifactor authentication (sometimes called 2FA) adds 

an extra security layer by requiring something more than just 
your password to log in. Think of it as using two locks on 
your digital door instead of only one. This could be: 
f	A one-time code sent to your phone 
f	A biometric scan like a fingerprint scan or FaceID 
f	A physical security key 

Enable MFA on your accounts — especially 
email, banking and social media. It’s a simple way 
to supercharge the security on your accounts. 
Also, never share MFA codes with anyone — this 
includes not sharing them over the phone, through 
texts or via email. Only scammers will ask for 
MFA codes. 

3 KEEP SOFTWARE UPDATED. Software 
updates don’t just bring new features. They 

often fix security flaws that criminals exploit. It 
usually takes a few minutes, but updates are worth 
it. Here are some tips:
f	Turn on automatic updates when possible for 

your devices and apps. You can usually find these options 
in your Settings menu. 

f	Install updates promptly for your operating systems, 
browsers, antivirus tools and apps.

f	Don’t click “Remind Me Later” — the security is worth it. 
f	Remember your phones, smartwatches and tablets are 

computers, so keep these devices updated as well!

4 LOOK OUT FOR PHISHING AND SCAMS. Phishing 
remains the most common online threat. Criminals 

send fake emails, texts or social media messages to trick you 
into revealing sensitive information or clicking malicious links. 
These messages aim to get you to click before you think by 
playing on your emotions. Scammers will even call you! Here’s 
how to look out for phishing and scams: 
f	Be highly skeptical of unexpected messages, 

especially those urging immediate action or asking for 
personal details. 

f	Phishing emails can light up positive emotions (“You’ve 
won our sweepstakes!”) or negative ones (“You’ve been 
hacked!”). 

f	Don’t click suspicious links or download unexpected 
attachments. 

f	Report phishing attempts to your email provider, social 
media platform or IT department. 

f	If you’re unsure if a message is legit, ask a friend, coworker 
or family member. A second set of eyes can be invaluable 
in spotting scams. 

Article provided by the NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY ALLIANCE, a 
non-profit organization on a mission to create a more secure, 
interconnected world. From families to Fortune 500s and every 
kind of organization in between, we work together with one goal 
in mind: to make cybersecurity easier and more accessible, so that 
we can experience the benefits technology brings to our lives 
without worry.
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CO-OP MONTH WORD SEARCH 
Did you know October is National Co-op Month? 
Read the following facts to learn how co-ops are unique,
then find and circle the bolded words in the puzzle. 
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FUN FACTS ABOUT CO-OPS:
f	Co-ops and their members work TOGETHER 

toward a common goal. 
f	Co-ops are local organizations, so they 

understand the COMMUNITIES they serve. 
f	All co-ops operate according to the same set of 

seven cooperative PRINCIPLES. 

f	Concern for community is the seventh 
COOPERATIVE principle. 

f	Co-ops don’t serve customers; instead, they 
serve MEMBERS. 

f	Co-ops are led by the LOCAL members 
they serve. 
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