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Put a Lid on It!

IT ISN'T A GREAT SECRET. Controlling
how much energy is consumed and
when it is consumed is what drives
Brown-Atchison Electric’s wholesale
power cost and ultimately the size of
your electricity bill. Regarding “how
much,” it helps to have an idea of what
causes electricity to be consumed.
Please see the graphic below with
the electricity consumption by end
use. Remember that some of the

Trustee years since average distribution rates end uses for electricity are very

increased. Unfortunately, they will .

: ’ Continued on page 12B»>
Todd Gigstad increase this fall as the board has
Trustee approved a 5% increase that is well
. below the inflation of the last six years.
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In contrast — the cost of wholesale
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power has and will continue to in-
Sharan Kerl crease in the future. Wholesale pow-
Trustee er costs are what we call a pass-
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average cost of wholesale power
changes, so does the ECA. While
those costs are a pass-through,

that does not mean that they are

CONTACT US

1712 Central completely out of our control. So,
Horton, KS 66439 what can WE — members, trustees
785-486-2117 and staff — do to control wholesale

power costs?

SOURCE: ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 2022
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SCHOOL BUS
SAFETY TIPS

School buses are among the safest vehicles on
the road — but the greatest risk comes when
children are getting on or off the bus. Whether
you're a driver, parent or student, knowing
these safety tips will help keep everyone safe.

FOR DRIVERS

SLOW DOWN: Reduce speed in school
zones and near bus stops.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE: Stay back at
least 10 feet from a school bus — this is
the most dangerous area for children.
STAY ALERT: Watch for kids who may
unexpectedly enter the road, especially
near bus stops.

RESPECT THE ZONE: When flashers
are blinking in a school zone, stop for
pedestrians at crosswalks and take extra
care to look for children near playgrounds,
parks and residential areas.

KNOW THE SIGNALS:
YELLOW FLASHING LIGHTS: Bus is
preparing to stop. Slow down.
RED FLASHING LIGHTS AND STOP
ARM: Bus is loading/unloading — stop
and wait until the bus moves again.
NEVER PASS A STOPPED BUS ON
AN UNDIVIDED ROAD: It’s illegal in
most states.

Put a Lid on It! Continued from page 12A»

seasonal. Summers in Kansas can be
really hot — and most of the biggest
end-use category (air conditioning) is

concentrated in a few summer months.

Without meaning to skim over the
“how much,” for now | want to
focus on the “when” electricity is
consumed.

I've mentioned in prior months
about the incentives from Kansas
Electric Power Cooperative (KEPCo),
our wholesale power supplier, to
save money by controlling energy
consumption during a few hours,
especially in the summer months. It
is worth mentioning again. Wholesale
power costs are over 50% of
Brown-Atchison Electric’s total costs.
Capacity costs are set in the summer
months for the entire year and are
approximately 50% of the wholesale
power costs. Simple math says 25% of
Brown-Atchison Electric’s costs are tied
to four hours of use (one hour in each
of June, July, August and September)
and 25% to 0.05% of the hours
in a year.

If we knew exactly when those hours

were, it would make things a lot easier.
We don't, but we have a good idea.

The peak capacity is set only during the
hours starting at 3 p.m. and ending at 6

p.m. on weekdays.

We can narrow it down further —
75% of the time it is the hour from 4-5
p.m. If there is one hour in a month to
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|Beatthe Peak

REMINDER
PLEASE

only needs to happen on the hottest
weekdays, when Brown-Atchison
Electric has scheduled a Peak Alert.
TO GET A TEXT TELLING YOU WHEN
THERE IS A PEAK ALERT, TEXT “PEAK”
TO 866-841-8325 AND HELP US “BEAT
THE PEAK.

None of us want our wholesale
power costs to boil over. Help us by
turning off your AC, cooking on the
grill, and waiting to do any dishes or

Avoid Fines, Injuries and Power Outages

National Safe Digging Day, or 811 Day, is upon us.
Easy to remember due to its 8/11 date, the day
serves as a good reminder to have underground
utilities marked before breaking ground. Having
utilities marked is free and easy to do; simply call
811 two to three business days before starting your
project. While state laws vary, utility companies
generally have two to three days to respond to
your request.

Why is it necessary to get buried utilities
marked? Underground lines are unyielding, and
their path is unpredictable. Digging in an unmarked
yard can mean striking an underground utility line,
which can cause serious injury. Damaging a utility
line can also cause unwanted service disruptions,
including a power outage, as well as a hefty fine.

“While it can be tempting to skip the
important step of calling before you dig, it can
be a costly and dangerous omission,” says Erin
Hollinshead, executive director of Safe Electricity.
“Underground utility lines could be anywhere.
They also shift over time and can be found just a
few inches from the surface”

Every project, big or small, requires advance
notification to 8I1. To start the underground utility
marking process, call 811 or visit www.call81l.com.
Examples of projects that require utility location
include installing a fence, a mailbox post, a deck or

NOTIFY

patio, and planting trees and shrubs, among others.
Any project that breaks ground requires that
underground utilities be marked.

If a contractor is involved, check with that
person to determine who will make the request.
Locators do not mark private lines such as service
to outbuildings, underground sprinkler systems or
a gas lines to grills, for example. Private lines are
the homeowner’s responsibility.

Pre-mark the proposed dig area with white

paint or white flags.

Call 811 or submit your locate request

online before you dig. There is no charge
for the service.

Wait the required amount of time (typically

two to three business days).

Respect the marks and do not move

any flags.

Dig with care. Avoid digging on top of or

within 18-24 inches on all sides of utility
marks, which may mean moving your digging proj-
ect to another part of your yard.

For more information about electrical safety,

visit www.safeelectricity.org. For more information
about 811, visit www.call81l.com.
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CONFIRM RESPECT

DIG CAREFULLY

what's below.

I

FOR PARENTS avoid electricity consumption — make laundry until after 6 p.m. and we can e
Teach your child to arrive at the bus it the hour between 4 and 5 p.m. It put a lid on wholesale power costs. M iwtomm o s
stop at least 5 minutes early, and how to Follow these Call 81 or make a Wait two to three Confirm :a.ll. Respect the If you can't avoid
play it SAFE: 5 ST EP s request online two  days for a response to affected utilities markers and use digging near the
; to three days before  your request. Affected have responded them as a guide provided markers
Stay back at least 10 feet, or five giant . .
steps, from the curb. for safe dlgglng you plan to start utilities will mark by comparing the for the duration of (within 24 inches on

all sides according to
Kansas law), consider
moving your project.

markers to the list of
utilities the 811 call
center notified.

your project. underground lines. your project.

Always wait for the bus to stop and the
driver to signal before boarding. P
Face forward and buckle up if seat belts ’ T .

are available. : s

Exit carefully, look both ways and cross in L ABQR 0 ﬁ % Cw %

front of the bus — never behind. Make eye d ay w W
contact with the driver before crossing.

SOURCE: WWW.SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG

NOTE 81l does not mark
privately owned utility lines,
invisible fences or sprinkler
systems. Call a private utility
locator for these.

Proposed Electric Alarm, Reclaimed Temporary Gas, oil, Potable Sewers
WHAT DO F Excavation ':] power F signal or p water, F survey steam, water and

ALL THE lines, cables,  communication irrigation and markings petroleum drain lines
MEAN? conduit and lines, cables slurry lines or gaseous
lighting cables or conduit materials

In observance of Labor Day, our office will be closed on Monday, Sept. 1.
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HYDROPOWER Word Search

You know that it’s never safe to mix water and electricity at
home, but did you know that large amounts of flowing water can

be used to create electricity? This process of generating electricity

Energy
Explorers

from the movement of water is called hydropower. Read the facts
below, then find and circle the BOLDED words in the puzzle.

WATER flowing down a river is used to The amount of water used to generate

spin large TURBINES that help create hydropower is controlled through the

hydroelectricity. use of large DAMS.

When the turbines spin, a large HYDROPOWER is a form of

GENERATOR spins, which creates renewable energy.

ELECTRICITY.
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