
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Worse Than Brussels Sprouts
I am almost 
always an optimist 
— but for the 
second straight 
month, I need to 
discuss something 
I really dislike. 
Last month 
was Brussels 
sprouts (and, um, 

politics); this month is even worse — a 
distribution system rate increase to all 
members of Brown-Atchison Electric 
Cooperative. Like being forced to eat 
that disgusting vegetable as a child — 
perhaps the best way to do this is to 
close your eyes, pinch your nose and 
gulp it down. Here goes. 

WHY ARE RATES INCREASING?
Rates are increasing because the 
cooperative’s costs have increased 
substantially. Average distribution 
rates have decreased since 2019. 
Unfortunately, the distribution system 
costs have increased dramatically. 
More than anything else, the cost of 
materials most commonly used to build 
or maintain the distribution system 
have increased by over 10% per year 
for 5 years. Despite strong efforts to 
control costs, rates must increase to 
maintain the financial strength of the 
cooperative.

HOW MUCH ARE RATES 
INCREASING?
Approximately 5% — well below 
inflation since 2019 when distribution 
rates last increased.

WHAT IS INCREASING?
All components of rates are increasing 
— the “fixed” or customer charges and 
the “volumetric” or per kWh energy 
charges. If applicable, demand charges 
are also increasing. For example, for the 
most common rate (Rural Domestic), 
the customer charge will increase by $2 
per month and the energy charge will 
increase by $0.0057 per kWh.

WHOSE RATES ARE INCREASING 
— JUST RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
OR ARE INCREASES APPLICABLE 
TO OTHERS?
As much as possible — 
the 5% rate increase 
was applied across 
all rate classes and 
customers. The 
only exception is 
for rental lights. 
The rental charge 
for all area lights 
will increase by a 
fixed amount 
of 50 cents 
per light 
per month.
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WHAT ABOUT THE BEAT THE PEAK 
PROGRAM — ISN’T THAT 
LOWERING COSTS?
Yes! Beat the Peak, the new 
Willis Solar Farm, and the 
standby generator programs 
are all reducing wholesale 
power costs. Savings 
associated with those 
programs have already lowered 
member bills by 4.3% on 
average. Beat the Peak, the 
Willis Solar farm, and the 
standby generator programs 
have already offset the majority of the 
coming distribution rate increase.

WILL THE RATE INCREASE IMPACT 
MY CAPITAL CREDITS?
No. The balance of capital credits 
is based on the margins earned in 
previous years. However, the increase 
will enable the cooperative to retire 
capital credits on the targeted 25-
year basis. 

WHEN WILL THE RATE INCREASE 
TAKE EFFECT?
Oct. 1, 2025. The impact will be seen on 
bills delivered in November 2025.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
THIS INCREASE?
There are several ways to get more 
information: First, a summary of 
the rate changes will be available at 
www.baelectric.com. Second, e-mail us 

by going to our website and clicking on 
the “Contact Us” tab. Finally, you can 
call us at 785-486-2117 during regular 
business hours.

IS THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO TO 
LOWER MY BILL?
The easiest way to lower your bill is to 
help us control wholesale power costs. 
If you are not already participating in 
Beat the Peak — please sign up by 
texting “PEAK” to 866-841-8325 or call 
us at the office.

Everybody hates a price increase. 
As a cooperative, we hate it even 
more. Unfortunately, sometimes it is 
necessary for the long-run health of 
the organization. We appreciate the 
understanding of the members of 
Brown-Atchison Electric as we make 
difficult decisions on prices so that 
we can continue to provide reliable 
service at reasonable cost now and for 
years to come. 

Help us “Beat the Peak” this summer.  
Call us to sign up!

During periods of extreme heat, the 
demand for electricity can 
skyrocket, placing additional strain 
on the grid. By working together to 
lower our electricity use, we can 
reduce pressure on the grid.

5 WAYS
to Reduce Use 

During Extreme Heat

Here are five e�ective ways 
to lower usage at home.

1. Raise your thermostat setting a 
few degrees higher than usual. 
Every degree can reduce 
cooling energy consumption.

2. Cook with smaller appliances 
to save energy and reduce heat 
gain in the kitchen. 

3. Keep blinds, curtains and 
shades closed during the 
hottest part of the day to 
block direct sunlight.

4. Use fans to circulate air, which 
can make you feel cooler 
without needing to lower the 
thermostat.

5. Shift activities that require a lot 
of energy consumption to 
o�-peak hours when demand 
is lower.

Our off ice will be 
closed on July 4 
for the holiday.
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SAVE 
ENERGY
Run washers and 
dryers BEFORE 6 A.M. 
or AFTER 6 P.M. to use 
o�-peak electricity.

S U M M E R  S A F E T Y  T I P S :

Gas, Charcoal and Electric Grills
Grilling outdoors is not only a good 
way to keep your house cooler and 
lower your energy bill, it’s a great way 
to enjoy warm summer days with 
family and friends — but more than 
half of grill fires occur during these 
peak months.

Each year, grill fires cause thousands 
of injuries and millions of dollars in 
property loss, according to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Most 
grill fires can be prevented with proper 
maintenance and safe use. Stay safe by 
following these simple tips:
	fKeep your grill clean by removing 
grease or fat buildup from grates 
and trays.
	fPlace the grill on a stable surface, 
away from homes, deck railings and 
overhanging branches.
	fKeep children and pets at least 3 
feet away.
	fNever leave an active grill 
unattended.
	fUse propane and charcoal grills 
outdoors only to prevent fire hazards 
and carbon monoxide poisoning.

GAS GRILLS 
Gas grills pose a greater fire risk due to 
leaks. To ensure safe grilling, check for 
leaks each season:
	fMix equal parts dish soap and water.
	fAfter attaching the gas cylinder, open 
the valve one turn counterclockwise.

	fApply the soapy mixture to the hose 
and connections. If bubbles form, a gas 
leak is present.
If you detect a leak, turn off the gas 

and grill immediately. If the leak stops, 
have the grill serviced by a professional 
before use. If the leak continues, move 
away and call the fire department for 
assistance. Do not move the grill.

Bonus safety tip: Open the lid 
before lighting a gas grill to prevent gas 
buildup. If the flame goes out during 
use, turn off the gas and wait at least 
five minutes before relighting.

CHARCOAL GRILLS
Charcoal grilling is a favorite way to 
cook outdoors but pose fire and 
carbon monoxide risks if not handled 
properly. Follow these essential 
safety tips:
	fOnly use charcoal starter fluid 
designed for grills; never use gasoline 
or other flammable liquids.
	fNever add lighter fluid to a lit fire — 
this causes flare-ups.
	fStore starter fluid away from heat 
sources and out of children’s reach.
	fLet charcoal coals and ashes cool 
completely before disposing of them 
in a metal container.

ELECTRIC GRILLS 
Electric grills are safe outdoors if proper 
safety precautions are followed:

	fEnsure your electric grill is 
outdoor rated to withstand 
exposure to moisture and 
varying temperatures.
	fNever use an electronic grill 
in rainy or wet conditions. 
Store the grill in a dry place 
when not in use.
	fKeep electrical connections away 
from water, damp surfaces or 
pools to avoid electric shock.
	fAlways plug your grill into 
a Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupter (GFCI) outlet to 
protect against shocks. If 
using an extension cord, 
make sure it’s outdoor-
rated and GFCI-protected.
	fCheck the power cord 
for frays, cracks or damage 
before use.
	fTurn off and unplug the grill 
after use.
If your electric grill 

stops working, consult 
the manufacturer instead 
of attempting electrical 
repairs yourself.

CLEANING YOUR GRILL
Dirty grills are a leading cause 
of grill fires, according to the 
NFPA. Despite the belief that a 
seasoned grill enhances flavor, regular 
cleaning is essential for safety and 
performance.
	fLet the grill cool before 
cleaning or storing it.
	fClean all grill parts including 
grates, burners, side tables 
and grease traps to prevent 
grease fires.
	fFollow the manufacturer’s 
instructions for 
proper cleaning.

Take these precautions and enjoy a 
safe and flavorful grilling season.
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SOLAR ENERGY WORD SEARCH
Did you know solar panels turn sunlight into electricity? When the 
sun shines on the panels, tiny particles of light hit cells on the panels 
to create a fl ow of energy, like magic sunlight turning into power! The 
electricity then travels across power lines and can be used to light up 
homes, charge gadgets and more. 

Can you fi nd all the words associated with solar energy in the 
puzzle below?

WORD BANK
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