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FROM THE MANAGER

We Are Different

The biggest dump of snow we have seen
in many years has finally passed us with its
lethal combination of ice, wind and snow. The
Brown-Atchison Electric distribution system held
up very well and | am very proud of that. While
we were lucky that most of the heavy ice stayed
away from us, the reliability of the system over the
last several days is also a testament to the ongoing
hard work (tree trimming, rebuilding older lines and
replacing poles, etc.) and emergency preparations
for this particular event (preparing equipment, lining up outside help
in case it was needed, ensuring access to materials, etc.). The staff at
Brown-Atchison Electric was awesome: calm and ready. The only thing
they worried about was not being able to get to the jobsite quickly to
help our members. Which leads me to something different that makes
me even more proud. YOU!

I've lived in a lot of different places. To me that has been a blessing!
But in all the places I've lived, nowhere are neighbors more willing
to help neighbors than in Kansas. I'm really proud to call this place
“home” — even if I'm far from a native Kansan. Virtually everyone we
communicated with was more than willing to help in outage restoration
if needed.

“If you get stuck — give me a call — I'll pull you out”

“I can clear you a path if you need to get out”

“Let me know what you need”

Michael Volker .

Continued on page 12B»>

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

If you have a home office, look for opportunities to save energy in your
workspace. Use Energy Star-rated equipment, which consumes up to 50%

less energy than standard models. Set equipment like printers and scanners to
automatically switch to sleep or energy-saver mode when not in use. Use efficient
lamps for task lighting. Replace any older bulbs with energy-saving LEDs.

SOURCE: ENERGY.GOV
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NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

We Are Different....cco.on

Perhaps due to our rural
nature where neighbors
have had to look out for
each other for generations,
| believe this is even more
true for Kansas cooperative
members — we look out for
each other. We're different.
REALLY different. Thanks for
being different. And don’t
change a thing! ANNUAL MEET]NG =

The staff of A RY
Brown-Atchison Electric o

says a sincere “thanks” to all % = —

those members — including ] : o — .
several trustees — that g\ “"'[_
offered encouragement or - Dop’t miss the heat, sparks, arcs

help in one way or another.
We are thankful that thiswas  and explosions! Live Line Safety

almost a “non-event” as far -~ Demonstration at the annual meeting, Feb. 27, 2025.

as outages go — but equally
thankful that we know we

can depend on our neighbors for help. seats. Nominations are also allowed from the floor
Please note — the annual meeting is just around  at the annual meeting. Note that the meeting
the corner on Feb. 27, 2025. The nominating will be at the cooperative headquarters with
committee met on Jan. 13 and has nominated registration at 10:30 a.m., lunch at 1:30 am. and the
TODD GIGSTAD from Atchison/Doniphan business meeting at 12:30 p.m. We will have a “live
counties to run for an open seat. The nominating line” safety demonstration before the business
committee also nominated SHARAN KERL from meeting. What a great learning opportunity all
Brown County, and GREG TANKING from Jackson/ while visiting with your friends, neighbors and
Jefferson/Nemaha counties to re-run for their family. Come join us!

Snowmageddon, Snowpocalypse, ShnOMG!

Whether it’s a big snow storm or an everyday snowfall — there’s a risk of death by
shoveling. Sudden exertion after being sedentary for several months can put a big strain
on the heart. Pushing a heavy snow blower can also cause injury.

Shoveling heavy, wet snow can cause back injuries and heart attacks. So don’t push yourself!

* Dress warmly, covering your head, fingers and toes. * Shovel only fresh, powdery snow; it's lighter.

* Take it slow and stretch before you begin. * Push small amounts of snow rather than lifting.

* Stay hydrated and don’t shovel after eating or * Take frequent breaks and do not work to the point
while smoking. of exhaustion.

Know the signs of a heart attack, including chest discomfort, an uncomfortable feeling of fullness and shortness of breath.

Stop immediately and call 911 if you're experiencing symptoms; every minute counts. S e el
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Understanding Factors That Impact Your Energy Bills

February brings some of the coldest weather of the year, and
as our home heating systems work harder and longer to keep
us warm, we typically see higher energy bills.

There are a few key factors that affect electricity prices,
as well as a few ways you can make a meaningful impact on
home energy savings.

When you receive your monthly bill from Brown-Atchison
Electric, you're provided with a summary of how much
electricity you used during the billing cycle. You can even
see how electricity use may have spiked on days when you
used more electricity, such as a particularly chilly day or when
relatives were staying with you.

But you might be surprised to learn that beyond your
monthly energy consumption, there are external factors that
can impact the cost of electricity.

FUEL PRICES

Brown-Atchison purchases electricity from our power gen-
eration partner, Kansas Electric Power Cooperative (KEPCo),
at a wholesale cost, then we deliver that power to our local
communities. The cost of generating and transmitting elec-
tricity from our generation partner accounts for a significant
portion of the cost to provide electric service to homes and
businesses — and the cost of fuels that are used to generate
that electricity, such as natural gas and coal, fluctuate based
on supply and demand. While these fluctuations can impact
the cost of electricity, we work closely with KEPCo to plan
and help stabilize electricity prices for our members.

EXTREME WEATHER

While we can’t control the weather, we can review weath-

er patterns and forecasts to prepare for times of extreme
cold or heat, when we know the demand for electricity will
increase. But when temperatures become extremely cold and
the demand for electricity spikes, the price of electricity can
also increase.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EQUIPMENT

To cover the costs associated with providing electricity to your
home or business, Brown-Atchison members pay a monthly fee
that ensures the cost of equipment, materials, labor and daily
operations are covered for all members in Brown-Atchison ’s
service territory. To ensure the reliable service you expect and
deserve, we must maintain the local grid, including power lines,
substations and other essential equipment.

ENERGY POLICY AND REGULATIONS

Federal energy policies and regulations can have a profound
impact on electricity costs. As energy generation shifts to
the use of more renewable sources and stricter regulations
for traditional, always-available fuel sources, such as natural

gas and coal plants, costly upgrades and technologies must
be constructed and deployed. These additional costs are
ultimately passed to consumers.

U.S. power consumption is expected to double by 2050.
Across the country, electric cooperatives are working with
members of Congress to advocate for smart energy policies
that reliably power our local communities.

YOU HAVE CONTROL

While many of these external factors that impact electricity
costs are out of our control, we all have the power to
manage our energy use at home. The most effective way

to lower use is thermostat management. Since heating and
cooling account for a major portion of home energy use,
adjusting the thermostat to the lowest comfortable setting
can help you save energy and money. Remember to service
your heating and cooling system annually and replace dirty
filters as needed.

You can also reduce bills by reducing peak demand
during the high usage summer months. Consider joining the
cooperative’s BEAT THE PEAK program, which ask members
to spread out usage during a few critical hours in summer
months. For more information about Beat the Peak, please
contact us or see our website at www.baelectric.com.

Brown-Atchison is your local energy partner, and we're
here to help. As always, we will continue working diligently to
provide you with reliable power at an affordable cost.

EFFECTIVE WAYS TO LOWER HOME ENERGY USE

Outside factors, such as fuel, equipment costs and extreme weather, can

impact electricity prices. But you have the power to control home energy
consumption by taking proactive steps to reduce energy use.

The thermostat is one of the best places to lower your energy use
because heating and cooling account for a significant portion of home
energy consumption. During winter months, adjust your thermostat
to the lowest comfortable setting to reduce energy use. The Department of Energy
recommends 68 degrees or lower.

According to Energy Star, about 20% of heated or cooled air that e
moves through a home is lost due to lack of proper insulation and air

leaks. Ensure your home has sufficient insulation levels and seal air leaks
around windows and doors with caulk and weatherstripping.

Plan energy-intensive chores and tasks, such as running the dishwasher —
or washing clothing, during off-peak energy hours when the demand
for electricity is lower. Off-peak times are early in the moming or late

evenings. By scheduling these activities during off-peak periods, you can help keep
rates lower, reduce demand and relieve pressure on the grid.
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NEWS FROM BROWN-ATCHISON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH

February is Black History Month! Let’s take a look at a few African American inventors
whose contributions helped revolutionize the way we use electricity and essential devices
that power life.

Read the descriptions of each inventor and their contributions, then choose the best
answer to complete the description.

Easley started her career in 1955 as one of the first African Americans at NASA (when it was called
the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics), essentially acting as a human computer,
performing manual computations for researchers. Annie was a gifted programmer and developed

computer code that was used to analyze energy projects, as well as batteries for early
hybrid vehicles.
A. nuclear B. wind and solar C. geothermal

Easley broke down barriers for women and people of color in STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
fields and won the admiration and respect of her coworkers.

Latimer worked with Thomas Edison on the development and commercialization of the
incandescent lightbulb. He invented a method to manufacture filament to make lightbulbs
mass-producible. His method was patented in 1882.

A. carbon B. hydrogen C. silicon

Without Latimer’s contributions, our lives would never have been so bright!

Croak began her career at Bell Laboratories (now AT&T) and patented more than 200 inventions.
One of her greatest contributions was VolIP, or Voice over Internet Protocol. VoIP technologies
are essential for today’s fast-paced digital world. VolIP allows voice functionality over an ,
including helpful features for video calls and mobile messaging.

A. airwave B. audible barrier C. internet connection

Croak’s passion for advancing technology has improved our digital capabilities and overall quality of life.
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SOURCES: DEPT. OF ENERGY, LEWIS LATIMER HOUSE, NASA
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