
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

EPA’s Power Plant Rule 
Threatens Electric Reliability

As a member of 
Brown-Atchison 
Electric, keeping 
the lights on at 
a cost you can 
afford is the 
focal point of 
everything we do. 
Since 2021, general 
inflation has 
increased prices 

by 22% making it quite a challenge for 
your cooperative to keep the lid on 
rates. We are proud of the fact that 
during that time we have decreased 
average rates for both the distribution 
system and for wholesale power costs. 
So far in 2024, our total average rates 
are 2.7% less than 2021. While I am 
happy to share successes with you — 

it is important to share some of the 
challenges we face going forward. 

In May, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) issued a rule 
that impacts energy production from 
power plants. The power plant rule 
will threaten access to reliable and 
affordable electricity for us and many 
other cooperatives across the country. 

The rule constrains existing fossil 
fuel power plants by requiring them to 
install technologies that are unproven 
and expensive. No power plant in 
North America currently uses the 
technology at the scale mandated by 
EPA. When power plants can’t comply 
with the requirements, they will be 
required to partially or completely 
shutdown, or switch fuels. These 
unrealistic standards will force early 
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In observance of Labor Day, 
our offi  ce will be closed on 

MONDAY, SEPT. 2.
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shutdown of many power 
plants that currently provide 
reliable electricity 24/7. 

Brown-Atchison has 
been a good environmental 
steward — about 70% of 
the electricity we purchase 
is from non-greenhouse gas 
(N-GHG) sources meaning 
they emit nothing into the 
air associated with global warming. 
Only 17% of our electricity comes 
from coal. Renewable sources, such as 
solar and wind, are a large part of our 
overall generation mix. But we simply 
cannot depend on them alone because 
the wind doesn’t always blow and the 
sun doesn’t always shine. The need 
for always-available power generating 
resources is still essential. 

The timing of the power plant rule 
is equally troubling given the surge in 
demand for electricity. Many states have 
already experienced rolling outages, and 
if the supply of electricity is further 
threatened by the EPA’s power plant rule, 
the problem will only get worse. In fact, 
the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC), the nation’s electric 
reliability watchdog, recently forecast 
that over the next five years, all or parts 
of 19 states are at high risk of rolling 
power outages during normal peak 
electricity demand conditions. 

It’s also no secret that when demand 
is high and supply is low, costs go up. 

We’re concerned about threats to 
reliability as well as cost increases to 
our members. 

I don’t say all of this to be an 
alarmist, but I do want our members 
to understand the challenges that lie 
ahead. Just as we’ve always done, we 
will look for solutions that serve our 
members best. We are joining electric 
co-ops across the country through 
our national (National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association) and statewide 
(Kansas Electric Cooperatives, Inc.) 
trade organizations, to fight these 
regulations. We are also working with 
our local elected officials and statewide 
policymakers to help them understand 
the consequences this would have on 
all Kansans. 

Brown-Atchison Electric delivers 
power to thousands of Kansans. At the 
end of the day, our top priority is to 
meet our members’ energy needs — 
reliably and affordably. We must have 
reliable sources of electricity available 
to do that.

WE MUST 
CONTINUE PROVIDING

Electricity

STABLE
RELIABLE

The EPA 
announced fi nal 
rules aimed at 
existing coal and 
new natural gas 
power plants. 
These rules 
jeopardize reliable 
power in 
Kansas and 
across the country.

COOPERATIVELY WORKING TO 
PROTECT YOUR ENERGY FUTURE

F IND 
OUT 

MORE

EPA’s Power Plant Rule Threatens 
Electric Reliability Continued from page 12A 

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y
T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Now is the time to schedule annual maintenance for your home’s heating system. 
During fall months, HVAC technicians are typically less busy, making this an excellent 
time for maintenance and any necessary repairs before the winter months. 
A qualified technician can clean filters, check for leaks and ensure all system components 
are working e�ciently to keep your home cozy and warm when the temperatures begin 
to drop.  SOURCE: NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

It’s also no secret that when 
demand is high and supply is low, 
costs go up. We’re concerned about 
threats to reliability as well as cost 
increases to our members. 
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Go Above and Beyond for a Safe Harvest
Modern farming often relies on data 
and equipment with GPS and au-
to-guidance systems. Even with these 
modern conveniences, farm workers 
must remain vigilant. That’s because 
farming is considered one of the most 
dangerous jobs. 

Massive machinery is indispensable to 
farming, but the same impressive size, 
height and extensions make them par-
ticularly vulnerable to contacting power 
lines. That’s why staying alert, focused 
and knowledgeable about potential 
hazards and safety procedures is crucial. 

During a busy harvest season, the 
familiar sights around the farm can eas-
ily fade into the background, and farm 
workers can overlook the power lines 
overhead. However, failing to notice 
them can lead to deadly accidents. 

360 AWARENESS
Awareness of your surroundings, 
around, above and below, and planning 
safe equipment routes can significantly 
reduce the risk of accidents. Even with 
GPS and auto-steering, it’s imperative 
that farm workers keep a close eye on 
the equipment’s location and are ready 
to take action if necessary. 

Exposed underground power lines, 
defective wiring in farm buildings and 

extension cords are also hazards. Grain 
bins can pose a potential danger as 
well. The National Electrical Safety 
Code requires power lines to be at least 
18 feet above the highest point on any 
grain bin with which portable augers 
or other portable filling equipment are 
used. If you plan to install new grain 
bins or you’re concerned about the 
proximity of power lines to existing 
grain bins, contact your local electric 
cooperative. 

SMART HARVEST SAFETY TIPS
To ensure a safer harvest season, www.
SafeElectricity.org recommends the fol-
lowing tips to avoid electrical accidents 
on the farm:
f	EXERCISE CAUTION NEAR POWER 

LINES. Be careful when raising augers 
or the bed of grain trucks around 
power lines.

f	USE SPOTTERS WHEN OPERATING 
LARGE MACHINERY NEAR POWER 
LINES. Ensure the spotters do not 
touch the machinery while it is 
moving near power lines.

f	LOWER EQUIPMENT EXTENSIONS, 
PORTABLE AUGERS OR ELEVATORS 
BEFORE MOVING OR TRANSPORTING 
EQUIPMENT. Do not raise equipment, 
such as ladders, poles or rods into 

power lines. Remember that non-
metallic materials like lumber, tree 
limbs, ropes and hay can conduct 
electricity, especially when damp, 
dusty or dirty.

f	NEVER ATTEMPT TO RAISE OR MOVE 
POWER LINES TO CLEAR A PATH. 
Doing so could result in electric 
shock or death. 

f	AVOID USING METAL POLES INSIDE 
BINS. Don’t use metal poles to 
break up bridged grain inside or 
around bins. 

f	HIRE QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS. 
Ensure that qualified electricians 
handle work on drying equipment 
and other farm electrical systems.
While rare, the only reason to exit 

equipment that has come into contact 
with overhead lines is if the equipment 
is on fire. If that happens, jump off the 
equipment with your feet together 
and without touching the machinery 
and the ground at the same time. After 
exiting the vehicle, keep your feet to-
gether and “hop” away or shuffle your 
feet across the ground. Never lift a foot 
— this will keep you from having differ-
ent strengths of electric current running 
from one foot to another. Then, still 
keeping your feet together, hop at least 
50 feet to safety as you leave the area. 

5 TIPS FOR A SAFE HARVEST 
Electrical safety during harvest season requires vigilance and proactive measures. 

Follow these tips to reduce the risk of electrical accidents. 

1   Maintain at least a 20-foot distance from power 
lines when operating equipment like grain augers, 
elevators and other tall machinery. 

2Use a spotter to navigate safely around power 
lines and other electrical equipment. 

3 Ensure all farm workers are trained on electrical 
safety procedures. 

4Regularly inspect all electrical equipment and 
machinery for signs of wear and damage. 

5Keep first-aid kits and emergency contact 
numbers in an easily accessible location.
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PREPAREDNESS TIPS:
Keep a list of emergency phone numbers
in a location that’s easy to fi nd. 

Learn about diff erent types of emergency 
alerts and understand what they mean.

Make an emergency kit that includes 
items like fl ashlights, batteries, water, 
non-perishable food and a fi rst-aid kit. 

Designate a safe area in your home in the 
event of a severe storm. This should be
an area in the center of the home,
away from windows. 

Make sure smoke alarms are installed on 
every fl oor of your home and outside 
bedrooms. Test alarms every month to 
ensure they’re working properly. 
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PREPAREDNESS MONTH
WORD SEARCH
Did you know September is NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH?
There are several ways you and your family can be prepared for an emergency. 

Read the tips below, then fi nd and circle the bolded words in the puzzle. 
(Use the word bank as a guide.)

WORD BANK: phone numbers, emergency, alerts, kit, safe area, smoke alarms
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