
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Fall Fantastics
Fall: Football, 
cooler temps, 
vibrant colors, 
sweater-weath-
er (my wife’s 
favorite), trick or 
treats, and the 
end of the Beat-
the-Peak season! 
Yes, that last one 
fits — because 

the official Beat-the-Peak season in 
the Brown-Atchison Electric world runs 
from June 1 through Sept. 30. Like the 
harvest, the efforts WE put into reduc-
ing peak demand during the “growing 
season” (July and August in particular), 
WE shall “reap” with lower costs until 
the next Beat-the-Peak season.

How’s that? Well, it is sort 
of complicated yet it’s not. 
Brown-Atchison Electric must have 

enough electricity generation capacity 
available to us to meet the peak 
demands on the grid. I emphasize WE 
for a reason: This was a group effort. 
It is in these four summer months 
(particularly in July and August) 
where our peak generation 
capacity requirement 
is set. Our capacity 
charges — about 
25% of our total 
costs — are set 
for the eight 
non-summer months 
(October through 
May) by what happens to our peak 
needs in either July or August. Hence, 
we emphasize through our load 
management efforts the need to 
control load during a few critical hours 
in each of these months. Honestly — it 
comes down to one critical hour: this 
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Electric cooperatives are not-for-profit, community-led utilities. 
Because we are a co-op, we can adapt to our local members’ 
needs, providing the programs and services you care about most. 

That’s the power of co-op membership.

C O O P-
M O N T H

October is National

 OCTOBER 2024    KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING  12A

N E W S  F RO M  B RO W N - ATC H I S O N  E L E C T R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E



year it was July 15 from 4-5 p.m. Of 
course, if we knew what hour it would 
be upfront it would make things a 
lot easier!

And now comes the thank you part: 
THANK YOU! So many of our members 
came through: members participating 
in Beat the Peak, members operating 
standby generators, and other members 
responding to extreme-heat conditions. 
We were able to lower our peak capacity 
requirement by almost 20%. I know a lot of much 
larger utilities that would love to decrease their 
peak capacity requirement by that much. This 
may seem relatively small — but you just gave 
the typical residential member (yourself and your 
neighbors) about $8 every month in lower utility 
bills because of lower wholesale power costs at 
least until next summer. I say it again, THANK YOU.

So, what are we going to do to top that? Good 
question, but we are already seeking ways to make 
our demand response program bigger and BADR 
(Brown-Atchison Demand Response). Of course, 
that includes asking more members to participate 
in Beat the Peak. But whoa — before I get ahead 
of myself, let’s just be thankful for the success we 
achieved together in the summer of 2024.

And we have a very special way to say thank 
you. But you need to do one more thing: REPLY 
TO THE NEXT PEAK ALERT TEXT IN OCTOBER BY 

TELLING US ONE THING YOU DID TO REDUCE 
LOAD WHEN WE CALLED FOR A PEAK ALERT. 

It could be: “We made it a point to cook on 
the grill” rather than on the stove every time 
you called a peak alert or maybe “we raised our 
thermostat during the peak alert hours,” or “we 
delayed our appliance use until after 6 p.m.” 

Bottom line: we will send one more peak alert 
text in the month of October — AND IF YOU 
RESPOND BACK WITH SOMETHING YOU DID TO 
REDUCE DEMAND DURING ONE OF OUR SUMMER 
PEAK ALERTS, YOU WILL BE INCLUDED IN A 
DRAWING FOR A $25 BILL CREDIT. Four winners to 
be announced next month.

Again, one last thank you for your efforts 
to help us lower peak demand. Members of 
cooperatives typically care more for other 
members because they are neighbors, relatives and 
friends. That is especially true of the members of 
Brown-Atchison Electric! Happy Halloween! 

Fall Fantastics Continued from page 12A 

Don’t Let an Electrical Mishap Be Your Halloween Trick
As you ready your yard and porch for Halloween, make sure the decorations you plug in do not become 

hazardous. To avoid a Halloween scare, take these safety precautions:
f	Discard decorations with cracked or frayed cords or damaged plugs.
f	Do not put decorations on power poles, pad-mounted transformers or other electrical equipment.
f	Use decorations endorsed by a reputable testing laboratory such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL).
f	If you are using extension cords outdoors, make sure they are rated for outdoor use.
f	Secure all cords so they do not become tripping hazards.
f	Plug all cords into circuits protected by GFCIs to prevent electrical shock.
f	Do not use nails or tacks to hang lights or other electrical decor.
f	Keep decorations away from flammable items like bales of hay or cornstalks.

HAVE A SAFE AND FESTIVE HALLOWEEN
COMPLETE WITH SAFE TRICKS AND TASTY TREATS. 
S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Bottom line: we will send one more peak alert text 
in the month of October — and if you respond back 
with something you did to reduce demand during 
one of our summer peak alerts, you will be included 
in a drawing for a $25 bill credit.
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Cybersecurity Tips for a Safer Digital World 
Did you know the average household 
with internet access owns about 17 
connected devices? That figure covers 
a wide range of electronics, including 
smart phones, computers, streaming 
devices, smart speakers, home assistants 
and more. Given our increasing reliance 
on internet-connected technologies, 
the likelihood of new cyber threats is 
ever-present. 

Your cooperative is deeply commit-
ted to ensuring our local system is safe 
and secure. We routinely monitor and 
manage cyber risks, and we work to-
gether with other co-ops to share the 
latest advancements in cybersecurity 
measures that make us stronger. But 
you can help, too. 

When we all work together to stay 
safe online, we lower the risk of cyber 
threats to our systems, online accounts 
and sensitive data. 

October is National Cybersecurity 
Month, and while good cyber hygiene 
should be practiced year-round, we’d 
like to share a few cybersecurity tips to 
help you bolster your online safety. 
f	LEARN HOW TO SPOT AND REPORT 

PHISHING ATTEMPTS. Phishing occurs 
when criminals use phony emails, direct 
messages or other types of digital 
communications that lure you to click 
a bad link or download a malicious 
attachment. If you receive a suspicious 
email or message that includes urgent 
language, offers that seem too good 
to be true, generic greetings, poor 
grammar or an unusual sender address, 
it could be a phishing attempt. If you 

spot one, report it as soon as possible 
— and don’t forget to block the send-
er. (If you receive a suspicious work 
email, report it to the appropriate IT 
contact. Suspicious messages delivered 
to your personal email or social media 
accounts can also be reported.)

f	CREATE STRONG, UNIQUE 
PASSWORDS. When it comes to 
passwords, remember that length 
trumps complexity. Strong passwords 
contain at least 12 characters and 
include a mix of letters, numbers and 
symbols. Create unique passwords for 
each online account you manage and 
use phrases you can easily remember.

f	ENABLE MULTI-FACTOR 
AUTHENTICATION WHEN AVAILABLE. 
Multi-factor authentication (also 
known as two-factor authentication) 
adds an extra layer of security to your 
online accounts. These extra security 
steps can include facial recognition, 
fingerprint access, or one-time codes 
sent to your email or phone. 

f	UPDATE SOFTWARE REGULARLY. 
Software and internet-connected 
devices, including personal com-
puters, smartphones and tablets, 
should always be current on updates 
to reduce the risk of infection from 
ransomware and malware. When pos-
sible, configure devices to automat-
ically update or notify you when an 
update is available.
Let’s all do our part to stay cyber 

smart and create a safer digital world for 
all. Visit www.staysafeonline.org to learn 
about additional cybersecurity tips. 

L Before You Climb
OOK UP

Using a ladder near overhead 
power lines could cause 
electrocution.

1. Keep yourself and 
equipment 10 feet from 
overhead power lines.
f	Electricity can arc or jump if a 

ladder gets too close.
f	A ladder could make direct 

contact  with the line.
2. Use a ladder during ideal 

weather conditions. 
f	Rain can make the 

ground slippery.
f	Wind could blow 

a ladder into a 
power line.

3. Do not trim 
trees/branches 
that are near 
power lines.
f	It is dangerous 

to trim near 
overhead 
 power lines.

f	By law, only 
certified line 
clearance tree 
trimmers can do so.

4. Do not use water or 
blower extensions 
to clean gutters near 
overhead lines.
f	All power lines can 

cause electrocution, 
including those 
feeding your home.

f	Always follow the 
10-foot distance rule 
when working or 
playing outside.

Follow manufacturer’s 
safety recommendations 
when using a ladder. Look up 
before you climb.

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

Let’s work together to build a safer digital world. 
Whether at home, work or school, we can increase 
our online safety with the following tips:

 Recognize and report phishing attempts.

 Use strong, unique passwords. 

 Enable multi-factor authentication.

 Update software regularly.

October is National 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month 
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2 ACROSS: SHARE; 5 ACROSS: INDEPENDENT; 6 ACROSS: CONTRIBUTE; 7 ACROSS: EVERYONE; 1 DOWN: COMMUNITIES; 3 DOWN: EDUCATION; 4 DOWN: DECISIONS

7 COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLES 
Did you know electric co-ops are guided by a set of Seven Cooperative 
Principles? These principles ensure co-ops like ours remain focused 
on member needs, community impact and co-op values.

Complete the crossword below to learn more about the cooperative principles. 
Use the word bank to check your work.

ACROSS

2.  COOPERATION AMONG COOPERATIVES: Co-ops              and learn from other co-ops.

5.  AUTONOMY & INDEPENDENCE: Co-ops are              and can operate on their own.

6.  MEMBER ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION: Members              money to ensure the co-op runs smoothly.

7.  OPEN & VOLUNTARY MEMBERSHIP: Co-op membership is open to               .

DOWN

1.  CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY: Co-ops give back to their local              to help them thrive and grow.

3.  EDUCATION, TRAINING & INFORMATION: Co-ops focus on              to ensure employees and members have the info 
they need.

4.  DEMOCRATIC MEMBER CONTROL: Members get to make              about the co-op.
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