
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

Rate Design Changes
Effective Jan. 
1, 2025, you 
may notice a 
change on your 
Brown-Atchison 
Electric 
Cooperative bills. 
Brown-Atchison 
is simultaneously 
increasing the 
Customer Charge 

while decreasing the Energy Charge 
resulting in no net-change in revenue 
for the cooperative. 

The change is effective on most 
Brown-Atchison accounts including 
all accounts on residential or general 
service rates. Individual members will 
see small net changes in bills across a 
year and should expect small increases 
in low-consumption months and 
decreases in high-consumption months. 

For members 
on the rural 
domestic rate 
(70% of all 
accounts), there 
will be an increase of 
$5 per month on the 
customer charge and 
a decrease of $0.005210 
cents per kilowatt-hour (kWh) on the 
energy charge. For a typical residential 
member that uses 1,000 kWh per 
month, there will be a decrease of 21 
cents per month on the bill. Overall, 
the rate design change will impact 
cooperative revenue by 0%. 

Please see the Summary of Electric 
Rate Changes on Page 12B and call us 
if you have any questions or concerns 
regarding these changes.

On a different subject, have you 
signed up yet for our BEAT THE PEAK 
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Continued on page 12B 

In observance of Labor Day, 
our o�  ce will be closed on 

MONDAY, SEPT. 2.
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(BTP) program? It is not too late. BTP 
helps your cooperative to reduce 
peak demand charges and save money 
on the wholesale power bill. Lower 
wholesale power costs flow right back 
to our members. 

In the summertime, power demand 
usually peaks between 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. on weekdays. By lowering demand 
during these hours, wholesale power 
costs decrease and everyone saves. 

BTP TIP: “If in doubt, smooth it out.” 
Don’t piggyback the use of major 
appliances on top of each other — 

especially between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. in 
the summer. Sign up today for BTP and 
you might qualify for a $25 bill credit.

At Brown-Atchison Electric, we 
remind ourselves and our members 
that school starts soon. Please watch 
for children!

Rate Design Changes 
Continued from page 12A 

RATE BY CUSTOMER CLASS EFFECTIVE JAN. 1, 2025

CUSTOMER CLASS RATE COMPONENT PROPOSED 2025 2024 RATE CHANGE

RURAL DOMESTIC SERVICE 
(1)

Customer Charge, $/mo. $35.00 $30.00 $5.00
Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.108210 $0.113420 ($0.005210)

* Breakeven = 960 kWh per month

TOTAL ELECTRIC SERVICE 
(10)

Customer Charge, $/mo. $35.00 $30.00 $5.00
Energy Charge, $/kWh

Summer (May-Sept.) $0.108210 $0.113420 ($0.005210)
Winter (Oct.-April) 

First 750 kWh $0.104520 $0.106420 ($0.001900) 
Excess kWh $0.094520 $0.096420 ($0.001900)

* Breakeven May-Sept. = 960 kWh per month, Oct.-April = 2,632 kWh per month

GENERAL SERVICE SMALL 
SINGLE PHASE (20)

Customer Charge, $/mo. $35.00 $30.00 $5.00

Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.108210 $0.113420 ($0.005210)

* Breakeven = 960 kWh per month

GENERAL SERVICE SMALL 
— THREE PHASE (23)

Customer Charge, $/mo. $45.00 $40.00 $5.00

Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.121350 $0.123110 ($0.001760)

* Breakeven = 2,841 kWh per month

GENERAL SERVICE LARGE 
(33)

Customer Charge, $/mo. $45.00 $40.00 $5.00
Demand Charge, $/kW mo. $15.00 $15.00 $0.00
Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.080950 $0.080990 ($0.000040)

* Breakeven = 128,205 kWh per month

PUBLIC BUILDINGS (43)
Customer Charge, $/mo. $45.00 $40.00 $5.00
Demand Charge, $/kW-mo. $15.00 $15.00 $0.00
Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.069790 $0.069830 ($0.000040)

* Breakeven = 128,205 kWh per month

MINIMUM USE (MIN)
Customer Charge, $/mo. $20.00 $20.00 $0.00
Energy Charge, $/kWh $0.122270 $0.122270 $0.00

AREA LIGHTING — 
METERED Customer Charge, $/mo. $2.50 $2.50 $0.00

AREA LIGHTING — 
UNMETERED Customer Charge, $/mo. $11.18 $11.18 $0.00

Tips to
BEAT THE 
SUMMER 
PEAK
When we all work together to lower 
energy use during peak hours, we 
can lock in lower electricity rates, 
so everyone saves.

Here are a few simple ways to save 
during peak summer hours.

Turn off  
and unplug 
non-essential 
electronics 
and lights. 

5

8
8

1
Raise the 
thermostat a 
few degrees.

2 Use ceiling 
fans (in 
occupied 
rooms) to 
feel cooler. 

3
Avoid using 
major 
appliances. 

4
Close drapes 
and blinds to 
block heat 
from the sun.
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U S E  T H E  S A M E  P OW E R 
J U ST  A  D I F F E R E N T  H O U R 
TO  H E L P  YO U R  CO - O P FROM 

3-6 P.M.

I F  I N  D O U BT  S M O OT H  I T  O U T !

For your safety, never tamper with 
or remove a meter. Doing so could  
result in an arc flash bright enough 
to cause blindness and powerful 
enough to launch fragments of 
red-hot, shrapnel-like debris, 
according to the Cooperative 
Research Network.

ONLY ELECTRIC UTILITY CREWS 
CAN PROPERLY AND SAFELY 
DISCONNECT A METER. They 
are trained in safe and proper 
disconnection techniques and wear 
protective clothing and gear.

METER FACTS

f	Tampering with a meter is illegal 
in most states. 

f	Meters should only be installed, 
maintained or removed by 
electric utility crews.  

f	Accessing the backside of 
a meter could generate 
high voltage. 

f	Serious injury or death from 
electrocution, explosion or 
fire is often a result of meter 
tampering. 

f	Electricity should always be 
connected or disconnected using 
a transfer switch or dedicated 
disconnection point. 

f	There is no guarantee that a 
structure will be de-energized by 
pulling a meter.

S O U R C E :  W W W . S A F E E L E C T R I C I T Y. O R G

METER
TAMPERING IS

NOT
WORTH IT.

For Safety’s Sake, Don’t Mess With a Meter
For your safety, never tamper with or 
pull (remove) a meter. Only electric util-
ity crews should access an electric meter. 

Illegally accessing a meter can cause 
an arc flash bright enough to result 
in blindness and powerful enough to 
launch fragments of red-hot, shrap-
nel-like debris, according to the Cooper-
ative Research Network. Serious injury or 
death from electrocution, explosion or 
fire is often a result of meter tampering. 

Unfortunately, individuals may 
unlawfully try to tamper with a meter 
to bypass it, create an illegal connection 
to a power line, electrify fences or 
attempt to reconnect or disconnect 
the power, often resulting in disastrous 
consequences.

MORE ON METER SAFETY
f	Tampering with a meter is illegal 

in Kansas.
f	Meters should only be installed, 

maintained or removed by electric 
utility crews. 

f	Electricity should always be 
connected or disconnected using 
a transfer switch or a dedicated 
disconnection point.

f	Accessing the backside of a meter 
can generate high voltage; pulling 
or tampering with a meter can 
cause electric shock, sparks, surges, 
explosions or fire.

f	There is no guarantee that a structure 
is deenergized by pulling a meter.

f	If firefighters respond to a call and 
know they will need a disconnect, 
they should call the electric utility en 
route to the scene.

f	If firefighters try disconnecting a 
home by pulling a meter, it can 
introduce additional problems 
and damage.

OTHER FACTS
If a home’s electricity is shut off at 
a main disconnect, the house can 
be automatically reconnected if 
there is a standby generator or bat-
tery-stored power.

Only the electric utility can properly 
and safely disconnect a meter. Utility 
crews are trained in proper disconnec-
tion techniques and wear protective 
clothing and gear.

For more information about electrical 
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL SAFETY 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
As you gear up for a new school year, practice electrical safety in the classroom and 
at home. From powering electronic devices to spending time outdoors with friends, 
always play it safe around electricity. 

Read the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle, then double-check your 
answers in the key. 

1. ACROSS
PLUG 

4. ACROSS
TRANSFORMERS 

1. DOWN
POWER LINES

2. DOWN
 CORD

3. DOWN
 DRY

ANSWER KEY

ACROSS

1. Never insert anything other than a __________ into an 
electrical outlet. 

4. When outdoors, stay away from pad-mounted __________, 
big green boxes that lower electricity voltage. 

DOWN

1. Never play around __________ when you’re outside; you 
can get hurt!

2. Don’t yank on a __________ when unplugging it. Instead, 
grab the base and pull from there.

3. Always make sure your hands are __________ before 
plugging anything in.

2

4

3

1
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