
F RO M  T H E  M A N AG E R

A Capital Idea!
Here is a great 
idea — You own 
your electric 
utility and 
therefore any 
profits that your 
utility makes 
go back to 
you, the owner. 
That is exactly 

what happens when your utility is a 
cooperative. Brown-Atchison Electric is a 
not-for-profit cooperative — but every 
business entity whether for-profit or 
not must have some profits to be able 
to attract capital. That is especially true 
for electric utilities — the most capital-
intensive industry there is. Cooperative 
profits are referred to as “margins” and 
must eventually be returned to the 
members of the cooperative.

What are margins? Margins are 
the revenues above and beyond the 
expenses incurred by the cooperative 
in any given year. Margins are allocated 
to members generally based on the 
amount of revenue the member 
paid that created the margins. When 
that allocation occurs, they become 
the “capital credits” of the member 
— meaning they have a dollar value 
assigned to them and are tracked by 
the cooperative. Eventually, the capital 
credits are retired and members (or 

former members) are paid for the 
retired capital credits. The retirement 
of capital credits doesn’t happen right 
away — for Brown-Atchison Electric it 
is generally around 25 years before they 
are retired.

The allocation and retirement of 
capital credits is called “capital rotation.” 
Capital rotation varies from one co-op 
to another. Brown-Atchison Electric 
retires the oldest capital credits first 
(per the bylaws) because it is believed 
to be the fairest way to retire them. 
Twenty-five years is approximately the 
average life of the plant (equipment, 
poles, etc.) that the capital credits 
funded. For other cooperatives 
(especially non-electric cooperatives), 
25 years might not make sense due to 
the dynamics of the industry. 

As you can imagine, after 25 years, it 
can be difficult to find former members 
or their heirs. The following page lists 
former members we are trying to track 
down, so that we can return the capital 
credits to them, their estates or heirs. 
Take a look at the list. It may include 
a parent, relative or friend. If you can, 
please provide us with any information 
that might help us find and return the 
capital credits to their rightful owners. 

Returning profits to the owners — 
Brown-Atchison Electric, we think that 
is a capital idea!
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Help Us Locate These Former Members
Below is a listing of members who have retired capital credits owed to them, but for whom we no longer have valid mailing addresses. If you recognize a 
name on this list, please alert the member (or member’s heirs) so they can begin working with the cooperative to claim the capital credits. Please have them 
contact our office at 785-486-2117.

A-1 Appliance 
Achten, Robert F
Ackerman, Leo  
Adame, Catherine 
Adams, George 
Adams, Homer 
Adcock, Chester 
Adcock, Lloyd 
Ahrens, Martin 
AHRS Construction 
Aitkens, James 
Alban, L 
Albers, Thomas 
Albright, H L 
Alcanter, Betty J 
Alexander, Jason 
Allen, Bill 
Allen, Rollin 
Allen, Mark 
Altenburg, George 
Althouse, David 
Althouse, Patrick 
Altomare, Vincent 
Andersen, Lan 
Anderson, Doug 
Anderson, Jack 
Anderson, Robert 
Anderson, Vicki J 
Anderson Construction 
Anderson, Corwin 
Anderson, Gary 
Antill, Chas (Mrs W Kranz) 
Armstrong, Arthur 
Arnold, Dennis 
Arnold, Joseph L 
ATC Tower Corporation
Atchison County Water 
District #4
Autem, Wally  - deceased
Babb, Christina
Babcock, Kenneth C 
Baker, Lori A
Banner Grange Hall
Barber, Roger

Becker, Ethel
Betts, James E
Bindel, Ronald L
Blair, Ken D
Blakis, Barbara
Bledsoe, Ella Jean
Bohannon, Robert A
Bosse, Dale
Bowsher, Stuart
Boyce, Raymond E
Brown, Kathy
Brown County Bowhunters
Brucken, Donald
Butrick, Theresa
Cadue, Larue/David Jones Jr
Cadue, Moneta
Cadue, Roberta  
Cadue, Shug
Campbell, Rockney
Circle SC Enterprises
Clift, Geraldine
Colby, Walter
Courter, Cheryl
Cranmer, Jolene
Criqui, David W
CS Wireless Systems, Inc.
Cupps, Allan L
Dalsing, Patty A
Darrow, Lewis E
Davies, Robert L
DeRoin, Stephanie L
Dickinson, Michael
Dietrich, Harold
Dix, Joseph R
Dorste, Rita M
Douglas, John W
Drown, Harold E c/o 
Ronald Drown
DuPuis, Christopher
DuPuis, Gail E
Elias, Ed
Ellis, William L
Emmert, N R
Energy Conservation 
Innovations, Inc.

Enzbrenner, Nicholas D
Farmers Cooperative 
Association
Fee, Wesley
Finnery, John
Fitzpatrick, Norman K
Flerlage, Lawrence B
Flewelling, Dannen K
Fletcher, Robert D
Foster, Terry L
Frakes, Bart
Gigstad, Virgina
Gomez, Nicole
Goslin, Amy
Greemore, Francis
Greene, Raymond 
Griffin, Steven L
Hale, Louis E
Heideman, Peggy
Henley, Olivene
Henry, Gayla
Henslee, Ron E
Herren, James N
Hottman, Dallas L
Howard, Jennifer
Howe, Ronald D
Howerton, Dana L/Marion L
Howerton, Gerald S
Immel, W J
Jantzen, Larry
Jessepe, Dewey
Jessepe, Dewey/Peggy
Jessepe, James F
Jessepe, Paul E (1998/99)
Johannes Bros (G)
Johnson, Bill/Venda
Joines, Rebecca
Jones, David L/Victoria
Jordan, Cynthia K
Keller, Kristy
Kerl, Donald G
Koehn, Leroy (KDOT)
Koons, John J
Korthanke, Glen M

Landwehr, Charles/Carla
Lane, Brian K
Larison, Jason/Melissa
Lemons, David
Lentz, Anthony
Lewis, Gerald
Lines, Monty/Melodee
Mack, Terry W
Mariscal, Isabel
Matchie, Joy L
Matthews, William S
McAdam, James
McAdam, James L
McCoy, Ted L
McGraw, Patrick T
McKinney, James N
McKinney, Logan
McKinney, Margaret
McKinney, Oran L
McLaury, Todd
McQueen, Debbie
Meadow Land Co
Medicine Horse, Cynthia
Mendez, Timothy
Middendorf, Elmer
Miller, Jennie M
Minor, James A Jr
Mock, Robert E
Monk, James P
Montgomery, Angie B
Moser, Robert A
Moyer, Charles E
Moyer, Mike D
Murawski, Chester
Nester, Ronald
Nettleton, Don
Nernberg, Allan
Newton, R W
Nolte, Ed
Northeast Wetmore EHU
Odermatt, Marlene
Ogden, Tom
Oliver, Margaret
Osborne, Michael

Page, Brenda
Parker, Joshua
Peters, Franklin
Pitmon, Drake I
Plamann, Walter
Pork Royale Farms, Inc.
Post, Daniel
Potto, Janet S
Priest, Cedric N
Quimby, Thomas B
R J Outdoor Advertising
Ramirez, Sam / 
Ramona Greene
Rathert, Floyd R Trustee
Razo, Rick
Reed, Scott
Renyer, Steve J
Richter, Pat
Riley, Jane W
Rivera, Jesse M II
Robeson, Russell R
Robidoux, Louis Sr
Robidoux, Ronald A
Rosenberger, Dennis
Ross, Joseph S
Ross, Zola
Rupnicki, Mamie
Sanner, Ray R
Savago, Diana
Scalapino, Grace
Schuele, Catherine c/o 
Aggie Asher
Schwarzer, Donald
Sechler, Caroline
Sevick, Larry R
Shannon, Forrest
Shuckahoosee, Frances
Simmons, Willis
Simpson, Dorothy M
Sines, Daniel J
Slater, Larry
Smith, Roy H
Smith, Wade T
Snowball, Marcella

Stevens, Melissa/
Richard Langford
Stoll, Wilbur
Stumbo, Carol
Theel, Judith M
Thomas, Isabelle H
Thompson, Chris
Thompson, Tim
Tidwell, Janice
Tinklin, Troy
Townsend, Bill
Turner, Myron
Uhl, George E
United States Cellular
Ussery, Edd
Utz, Aaron
Valley Grain & Fertilizer Co.
Vonderschmidt, Melvin
Wahquahboshkuk, Ethel
Wahwassuck, John
Wahwasuck, Ramona
Wamego, Floyd
Wamsley, Gary
Warren, Charles W
Wenger, Travis
Wewenes, Wynona
Wewenis, Madelene
White, Fred 
White, Gary
Whiteco Outdoor 
Advertising
Whittaker, Shawn
Wilbur, John D
Williams, Clifford III
Wilson, Sherman
Wingender, Joann
Winsea, Lenora
Wisdom, Terri
Wood, John W
Wright, Robert C
Wylie, Donald
Zangaro, Kellie S
Zinn, William
Zugelder, Gerald
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This spooky season, we’re sharing a 
few energy-saving tricks so you can 
treat yourself to lower energy bills. 
Here are four simple ways to summon 
the spirit of energy efficiency. 

Conjure instant savings with a smart thermostat. 
One of the easiest ways to save energy is through 
thermostat control, since home heating and 
cooling account for a large portion of monthly 
energy use. SMART THERMOSTATS can help you 
manage heating and cooling costs by learning 
your daily routine and adjusting the temperature 
settings accordingly. You can control a smart 
thermostat from anywhere (through your smart 
phone), which allows you to prevent unnecessary 
energy consumption while you’re away. Sorcery!

Get rid of goosebumps by eliminating ghostly 
drafts. The winter chill is just around the corner, 
so now is the time to SEAL AIR LEAKS around your 
home. Apply caulk and weatherstripping around 
drafty windows and doors to make your home 
more comfortable and lower your energy use. 

Illuminate your lair with energy efficient 
lighting. LED BULBS use 75% less energy and last 25 
times longer than incandescent lightbulbs. Make 
the switch to reduce energy used for lighting. 

Remember to use LEDs when it’s time to decorate 
for the upcoming holiday season. LED light strings 
offer an average of 88% energy savings compared 
to traditional incandescent light strings. 

Stir up savings with countertop cauldrons. 
Cooler weather summons our favorite soup 
recipes. Small countertop appliances like SLOW 
COOKERS use less energy than cooking meals on 
the stovetop. Grab your book of spells (or recipes) 
and start stirring up savings in the kitchen. 

When we look around our homes, there are 
many opportunities to save energy. So this spooky 
season, investigate your space and unlock a 
different kind of magic — the kind that brings real 
energy savings. 

Smart 
thermostats 
can help you 
manage heating 
and cooling costs 
by learning your 
daily routine 
and adjusting 
the temperature 
settings 
accordingly. 

LED bulbs use 
75% less energy 
and last 25 times 
longer than 
incandescent 
lightbulbs. 

Small countertop 
appliances like 
slow cookers use 
less energy than 
cooking meals on 
the stovetop. 

Energy Savings

 OCTOBER 2023    KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING  12C

N E W S  F RO M  B RO W N - ATC H I S O N  E L E C T R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E



ENERGY VAMPIRES 
WORD SEARCH
Are energy vampires hiding in your home? These devices consume electricity 
even when not in use and can drain home energy bills. 
Read the tips below to learn how you can fi ght energy vampires, then fi nd and 
circle the bolded words in the puzzle.

Tips to Fight Energy Vampires
 After charging is complete, unplug your phone charger. 
 Remind your parents to unplug the coff ee maker when they’re fi nished brewing. 
 When you’re fi nished playing that new game, unplug your game console. 
 Unplug laptop computers when you’re done with homework. 

R 
X 
G 
J 
A 
T 
E 
F 
Y 
O 
G 
T 
Z 
B 
L

W 
E 
P 
R 
V 
R 
R 
E 
R 
A 
N 
Q 
E 
A 
A

Y 
M 
K 
X 
R 
W 
R 
K 
N 
A 
K 
S 
R 
C 
P

E 
R 
X 
A 
T 
Q 
A 
Y 
L 

W 
Z 
D 
E 
T 
T

S 
M 
G 
R 
M 
U 
X 
S 
T 
V 
T 
G 
G 
T 
O

B 
X 
K 
C 
P 
E 
N 
V 
F 
Z 
T 
M 
R 
Z 
P

G 
X 
J 
N 
T 
D 
E 
Y 
I 
D 
Y 
J 
A 
K 
C

S 
T 
C 
R 
Y 
G  
K 
F 
L 
E 
S 
S 
H 
Q 
O

V 
V 
I 
E 
Y 
U 
Z 
A 
F 
H 
K 
W 
C 
N 
M

F 
B 
B 
P 
I 
K 
X 
Y 
A 
O 
R 
W 
E 
U 
P

S 
N 
B 
M 
C 
N 
C 
E 
Q 
X 
C 
W 
N 
X 
U

V 
U 
J
J 
Z 
J 
D 
H 
W 
O 
L 
X 
O 
E 
T

V 
D 
U 
V 
U 
P 
E 
Z 
O 
L 
K 
S 
H 
M 
E

X 
T 
I 
R 
W 
I 
F 
E 
U 
N 
A 
N 
P 
Y 
R

Q 
O 
O 
E 
L 
O 
S 
N 
O 
C 
E 
M 
A 
G 
S

12D  KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING    OCTOBER 2023

N E W S  F RO M  B RO W N - ATC H I S O N  E L E C T R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E


