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Mungo Jerry and Peak Demand

“In the summer time, when the weather
is high ... ” so is the peak demand.
Admittedly, terrible paraphrasing
of the Mungo Jerry hit song “In
the Summertime” from long ago, it
nonetheless sets up what | want to
write about in this article — peak
demand. While summer is great for
swimming and lots of other recreational
things, summer peak demand can lead
to high wholesale power costs and
ultimately — high electricity bills.
Wholesale power costs make up over
half of Brown-Atchison Electric’s total
costs and are the biggest category of
cost. No other category even comes
close! There are three components
to wholesale power costs: purchases
of energy, capacity and transmission
service (the bulk delivery of power to

the Brown-Atchison Electric
distribution system). We rely
on Kansas Electric Power
Cooperative (KEPCo), our
cooperative generation

and transmission provider,
for these services. KEPCo
both owns and purchases
generation resources (mostly
from Evergy). The best way to save on
our wholesale power bill is to lower
our capacity charges. And the best way
to reduce capacity charges is to lower
peak demand.

Michael Volker

What Is Our Peak Demand?

Peak demand is the amount of
generation capacity we have to
purchase each month. More specifically,

Continued on page 12B»>
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Our office will be closed in
“observance of Independence Day
on Tuesday, July 4.
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AT THE MARINA

i

V1 :
the water is
NOT FINE.

Although the water may look
inviting, marinas are not meant
to be swimming areas. Docks
and boats can carry sources

of electricity. If this electricity
seeps into the water due

to faulty wiring, the water

becomes energized.

If you are exposed to water
charged with electrical current,
you can be shocked and even
drown — this is known as
electric shock drowning. There
are also other dangers of
swimming near a marina.

Dangers of Swimming
at a Marina
> Electric shock drowning.

» Carbon monoxide poisoning
from boat exhaust.

» Contaminated water from a
storm or spill.

» Impact from a boat or its
propellers.

Ensure marinas have ground
fault circuit interrupters

installed and that they are
tested often. Keep your
boat’s electrical system
well-maintained and have it
inspected regularly.
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our “billing demand” is the amount of
electricity that Brown-Atchison Electric
members use during the hour in each
summer month (June-August) when all
the Evergy customers combined use
the most electricity. That single hour
accounts for 20% of our total costs
that month!

In the non-summer months
(October-May), our billing demand is
tied to our billing demand from July
or August — so it is critical that we
minimize our billing demand in those
two months.

The whole concept of billing demand
sounds complicated — and it is — but
what to do about it is quite simple.
There are two things we have to know:
> WHEN is the billing peak hour

likely to occur?
> WHAT can we do to decrease

electricity consumption during

that hour?

From June through September, the
peak hour occurs on the hottest days
of the month. KEPCo limits the time to
be between 3 and 6 p.m. on weekdays.
That makes it easy to pinpoint the
WHEN: HOT WEEKDAYS LATE IN THE
AFTERNOON OR EARLY EVENING.

Knowing WHEN is half the battle,
knowing WHAT to do about it is the
other half. At Brown-Atchison Electric,
we have suggestions:

I COOK ON THE GRILL RATHER

THAN ON THE STOVE. Cooking on
the stove jacks up energy consumption
during the likely billing peak hours. It
also adds heat into the house making
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Smart thermostats offer a variety of bells
and whistles, but the average model will
allow you to set custom temperature
schedules, adjust the settings anywhere,
and over time, learn your cooling and
heating preferences.

air-conditioning units work harder
during those same hours.

2 TURN THE THERMOSTAT UP 5

DEGREES UNTIL 6 P.M. Try “pre-

cooling” the home a little cooler than
normal earlier in the day. That way, it
may be possible to completely shut off
the air conditioner during the billing
peak hours. Air conditioning is the
biggest end-use for electricity during
the summer months.

3 DON’T START THE DISHWASHER

UNTIL AFTER 6 P.M. This

saves the energy consumed by the
dishwasher and the water heater.

These are but a few suggestions.
Please keep an eye out for additional
suggestions on our soon-to-be-
redesigned website coming soon!
Better still, call us about becoming
part of the “Beat the Peak” program
and help us all save on wholesale
power costs.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Looking for additional ways to save energy this summer? Your laundry room is a great place
to start. Wash clothes with cold water, which can cut one load’s energy use by more than half.
Your washing machine will use the same amount of energy no matter the size of the clothes
load, so fill it up when you can. When drying clothes, separate the heavier cottons. Loads will
dry faster and more evenly if you separate heavier cottons like linens and towels from your

lightweight clothing.




Energy-Saving Projects
for the Weekend Warrior

Are you a weekend warrior? If you're considering home
improvement upgrades that save energy and money, we've
got a few project ideas for you — all of which can be
completed in a day or less!

Here are three energy-saving projects that you can
easily tackle whether you're a weekend warrior pro or a
DIY dabbler.

Get Smart About Home Cooling and Heating

Cooling and heating your home typically account for a large
portion of energy bills. Smart thermostats can help keep your
cooling and heating costs in check, with Energy Star®-certified
models saving about 8% on annual energy costs.

Now that smart thermostats are more affordable (as
little as $70), this simple upgrade makes for a fun, efficient
weekend project. Smart thermostats offer a variety of bells
and whistles, but the average model will allow you to set
custom temperature schedules, adjust the settings from
anywhere using your phone, and over time, learn your cooling
and heating preferences.

Your new smart thermostat will come with step-by-step
instructions, but this project typically involves shutting off
your HVAC at the breaker panel, disconnecting/removing
the old thermostat, installing the new smart thermostat and
connecting it to your home Wi-Fi.

Play it safe: Remember to carefully read the installation
instructions before you get started.

Go Green and Boost Your Greenery
With a Rain Barrel
If you've got a green thumb, you already know that rainwater
is the best water for your outdoor plants. Rainwater is free of
minerals, salts and treatment chemicals found in tap water or
groundwater. It also contains helpful macronutrients to foster
healthy plant growth.

Installing a rain barrel is an easy way to harvest large amounts
of rainwater and reduce home water use — it's a win-win.

~ According to the Environmental

ction Agency, one rain barrel can

annually. Most residential rain barrels
ng: rom 90 gallons.

,,,,,

er 1,300 gallons of v(la_ter"

T »

Installing a clothesline is a
great way to save energy. Not
only will you save on dryer

costs — you can also save on
cooling since unwanted heat
from the clothes dryer won’t
be added to your home.

Here are three energy-saving projects that
you can easily tackle whether you're a
weekend warrior pro or a DIY dabbler.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, one rain
barrel can save a homeowner 1300 gallons of water annually.
Most residential rain barrels range in size from 50 to
90 gallons, so the size you purchase will depend on your
watering needs.
The simplest way to install a rain barrel is positioning
a plastic or wooden barrel directly under your gutter
downspout. Basic piping may be required, but this is an easy
way to harvest rainwater, and the barrel won't take up much
space. Consider a cover for the top of your rain barrel to
keep insects and small debris out of your harvested water.

Create Fresh Savings With a DIY Clothesline

If you have enough outdoor space available, installing a
clothesline is a great way to save energy. Not only will you
save on dryer costs — in the summer, you can also save
on cooling costs since unwanted heat from the clothes
dryer won't be added to your home (which makes your air
conditioner work harder). Additionally, air drying is much
gentler on fabrics and will keep your clothes and linens
looking fresh longer.

You can create your own clothesline with two T-posts, wire
and hook-and-eye turnbuckles. Depending on your soil, you
may need a small amount of fast-setting concrete to set the
posts. Another option is installing the line between two trees.
A typical load of laundry requires about 35 feet of line, so
keep this in mind as you're determining the best location.

If an outdoor clothesline isn’t an option, no sweat! You can
easily create an indoor drying rack that folds to save space.
Home improvement websites like www.thespruce.com and
www.hgtv.com offer step-by-step tutorials for a variety of
indoor clothes racks.

These are just a few simple ideas to help you save energy
and money. So, get out there, roll up those sleeves and tackle
a few projects.
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Water and electricity never mix. Always practice safety
when you're near or in the swimming pool this summer.
Read the following safety tips, then find and circle the
bolded words in the puzzle below.

Never bring electrical devices near a swimming pool. Electrical devices that come in
contact with water can cause electric shock.

When possible, use battery-operated devices when outdoors near a swimming pool.
Outdoor electrical outlets should be dry or covered.

If you hear thunder, immediately exit the swimming pool. Thunderstorms and lightning

may be near.
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