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FROM THE MANAGER
Spring Mix

My wife was working in the garden
doing some spring planting. | asked
her what she was planting, and she
responded that it was a spring mix

of flowers, and she wasn’t even sure
what all was in the mix — but she was
sure it would be pretty. It is with that
backdrop that | write about a mix of
topics in this month’s newsletter. | have
three particular topics in mind but let
me start with safety.

Spring planting is well down the road
by now. Just this morning, | had to pass
some farm equipment while driving to
the office. The farmer did his best to
move over and made it easy for me

to pass. It occurred to me that every
spring the equipment | pass is bigger,
taller and wider than ever before. The

scale of the modern farm
and associated equipment
is amazing. The productivity
of the modern farmer is
likewise amazing. Of course,
with that productivity and
huge equipment comes
greater risk for contacts
with utility wires and poles.
Would you know what to do in an
accident involving energized lines? In
the case of a downed line on your
equipment, what should you do?
We can answer these questions and
welcome the opportunity to talk to
you about safety. In the near future,
we will be updating our website and
Facebook pages with safety tips and
links to help you know what to do.

Michael Volker

Continued on page 12B »

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The location of your thermostat can impact your HVAC system’s ability to maintain an ideal
indoor temperature. For maximum accuracy, thermostats should be placed in the center of the
home, away from air vents, plumbing pipes and exterior doors. Do not place furniture in front
of the thermostat, which can block air flow and result in inaccurate readings.
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A Storm’s Fury:

DO NOT PLUG A PORTABLE
GENERATOR INTO A WALL
OUTLET and never use one in
an enclosed area, garage or
carport, or near open windows
and doors.

INSTALL CARBON MONOXIDE
(CO) ALARMS throughout your
home and ensure they are in
working order. Using a portable
generator in an enclosed space
or too close to a structure can
cause death from CO poisoning.

READ AND FOLLOW

ALL MANUFACTURER’S
INSTRUCTIONS when using a
generator. Remember to have it
inspected regularly and keep it
well-maintained.

IF POWER IS OUT, WAIT UNTIL
POWER IS RESTORED before you
go outside. Downed power lines
can be a hazard. If you can see
from inside your home that a
power line is down, call 911 or
your electric utility to report it.

ONCE IT IS SAFE TO GO
OUTSIDE, BE CAREFUL WHEN
CLEANING UP DEBRIS. Do not
trim trees/branches within 20
feet of a power line. Be sure
to look up and look out for
overhead power lines before
carrying a ladder. Carry a
ladder horizontally instead of
vertically.
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The second topic is a bit more
mundane, but important to understand
if you are contemplating adding solar
panels, a wind turbine or other form
of distributed generation behind your
meter. Brown-Atchison Electric has
exceeded its limit for net-metered
distributed generation. No new net-
metering applications will be accepted.
There is still room to add distributed
generation on the Renewable
Parallel Generation Tariff. Please
contact us if you have any questions
regarding distributed generation
or the associated tariffs at Brown-
Atchison Electric.

Finally, I'd be remiss if | didn’t recognize

our linemen during the tumultuous
spring season for their dedication to
you, our members. Big changes in
temperatures so common in a Kansas
spring are often accompanied by
violent storms and downed trees, poles
and wires. The linemen at Brown-
Atchison know the system well. If there
is an outage, they will get the juice
flowing as fast as safety permits.
Speaking of linemen, one last huge
shoutout to DAVE HARTLEY, lead
lineman on the North Crew. Hartley
retired effective May 1. He has been
an employee of Brown-Atchison
Electric since May 1984 and a model
of consistency, safety and dedication.
We wish him a long, happy, healthy
and well-earned retirement. We miss
you, Dave!

Controlling a Controlled Burn

Controlled burns (also known as
prescribed fires) can get out of hand
and quickly accelerate. When planning
controlled burns, follow these safety
guidelines:

» Do your research before you begin.
There are many safety considerations;
check with local authorities and fully
research all aspects of a controlled
burn before implementing one.

» Be sure to acquire any necessary
safety permits and follow
local ordinances related to
controlled burns.

> Notify your local fire department
and neighbors about the controlled
burn ahead of time.

> Check the forecast for weather
conditions, such as wind direction
and speed, as well as humidity
(generally, relative humidity should be
40% or higher).

» Do not initiate a controlled burn
during a Red Flag Warning, Fire
Weather Watch or any other fire ban.

> Clear all vegetation and weeds at
least 10 feet (15 feet is better if
applicable) around the base of any

electric utility pole in the affected
area, then wet the base of the
poles with water before beginning
your burn.

> After any controlled burn, be
sure to inspect the electric utility
poles for damage. Fire damage is
usually evident by blackening or
scorch marks; however, even slight
discoloration can indicate a serious
problem. Sometimes, hot embers
can burn the poles from the
inside out, and the damage is not
immediately apparent.

»> If your fire gets out of control,
gets too close to a power pole
or if the pole catches on fire, call
911 and Brown-Atchison Electric at
785-486-2117.

> Once a fire breaks out, never spray
water near the pole, power lines or
any other utility equipment.

» To inquire about controlled
burns near power lines and poles,
contact Brown-Atchison Electric at
785-486-2117.
For more information about electrical

safety, go to www.SafeElectricity.org.



Protect Your Community:
Prevent Grass and Brush Fires

Grass and brush are excellent

fuels for fire, making fires

involving ground cover and

foliage extremely dangerous

and destructive. Grass and

brush fires, which are often

referred to or generalized

as wildfires in the U.S,, can travel up to
15.5 miles per hour and can spread to
tens of thousands of acres within a few
hours of ignition. In North America, the
peak season for grass and brush fires is
between June and August, but they can
occur year-round. While they are most
common in areas experiencing prolonged
drought, grass and brush fires can occur
anywhere weather conditions are dry and
winds are high.

Grass and brush fires can occur
naturally when lightning strikes the
ground or when high winds bring down
power lines, both of which can cause a
spark and ignite a fire. However, 85% of
wildfires are caused by humans burning
debris, using hot equipment on grass,
improperly discarding cigarettes, leaving
campfires unattended or intentionally
setting a fire.

To keep your family safe from grass
and brush fires, follow these safety tips:
» Be aware of any Red Flag Warnings and

Fire Weather Watches issued by the

National Weather Service.

» Never build a campfire, shoot
fireworks, burn debris, use a barbecue
pit or initiate a controlled burn

when warnings are in effect. Before
engaging in any of these activities,
check local ordinances.

> If engaging in these activities, never
leave the area unattended and
keep a shovel, bucket of water, fire
extinguisher or other fire suppression
tools on hand.

» If you see a downed power line or
other damaged electrical equipment,
notify Brown-Atchison Electric at
785-486-2117 immediately. Never
approach a downed power line or
try to move one; stay at least 50 feet
away from the area and warn others
to do the same.

» Do not park cars, trucks, boats or
recreational vehicles on dry grass or
shrubs. Always keep vehicles properly
maintained to avoid sparking and
overheating.

> Use an approved spark arrester on all
internal combustion engine-powered
equipment on your property, such
as lawn mowers, chain saws, tractors
and trimmers. Check and replace
spark arresters periodically.

For more information about electrical
safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org.

GRASS AND BRUSH FIRES

can travel up to

15.5 MILES PER HOUR

and can spread to tens of
thousands of acres
within a few hours of ignition.

SOURCE: NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
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A Safe,
Happy House

4 Easy Ways to Boost
Electrical Safety at Home

DON’T overload electrical

outlets with more devices than the
circuit can handle.

ensure you're using the correct
wattage in all light fixtures.

DON’T place flammable items,

like potholders, napkins or dish towels
near the stove while cooking.

2l

keep electrical devices away
from water to prevent electric shock.

May is National
Electrical Safety Month
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or damaged.
A.True B.False
4. When unplugging a device from an electrical outlet, always hold
the while unplugging.
A.Cord B.Plug C.Device
5. It’s never safe to play near power lines, but it’s OK to play near

%

ELECTRICAL
SAFETY QUIZ W //

May is National Electrical Safety Month!
Take this quiz to test your safety skills. EI'IEI'
Check your answers in the key below. EXP'DI'EI'S

1. It’s safe to plug in several devices to one electrical outlet as long as
you use a power strip.

A. True B. False

2. Smoke alarms should be tested

A.Every month B. Every other month C. Every six months

3. Extension cords are safe to use year-round if the cord is not frayed

pad-mounted transformers (those big green boxes you see in
neighborhoods).

A. True B. False

6. Where is the most dangerous place to use electricity?

A. Near other electrical equipment B. Outdoors C. Near water
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